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Bl FORA NATIONAL 
liWESTIGATIONS 
COMMITTEE (NIC) 
INVESTIGATIONS 
REPORT 

'I'lie NIC comprise'* sixteen iinestiga- 
tors at tlie present time, with se\’eral 
more enrollci.1 on the P’l'C. 

POSTAL TRAININi; 
COURSE 

Dave Pointon. the national co¬ 
ordinator ol' the PTC hits had to step 
ilown from tliis n)lc due to family and 
work commitments. 

Because of this and as a temporary 
measure. 1 liave laken over the ad- 
ministraticMi of the course together 
witli .ludy .laatar. who has kindly 
agreed to help tutor this course with 
me. At the present time, we have two 
new trainees, enrolled on the course 
from Mid Glamorgan in Wales and 
from Kent which arc areas were we 
have no cover at all at the present 
time.. 

SK;HriN(;s 

BUi-ORA liave hogged 217 reports for 
1999. which shows a decrease in 
sighting reports to BLIFORA dur¬ 
ing last year. During I99S 293 
reports were logged . which indi¬ 
cates ;i twenty-live percent de- 
cretise in reports to lUIF'ORA for 
1999 in comparison to 1998. 
Mans' of these has’c been ex¬ 


plained. hut within the restuirccs 
that wo have there are a residual 
that ilo remain unknown at this 
titne. 

Of these reports 28 can be defined as 
higli strangeness or close encoun¬ 
ter e.xpcricnces. so therefore we 
are looking at abttut twelve ami 
half per cent of reports last year 
tis being perceived in the more 
exotic framework of alien en¬ 
counters. Tliis indicates a steady 
increase in this type of report. In 
1997/1998 the more extraordinary 
range of reports were logged at 
about 10'^ of the total figure. 
There is no doubt that BUFORA 
continues to receive a diverse 
spectrum of reports that lie within 
many areas of extraordinary hu¬ 
man experiences, repitrted to our 
organisation due in part l() a per¬ 
ception of theses experiences as 
being linked and related to the 
UFO mystery. These can involve 
anything from strange balls of 
light to pu/,/-ling bedrootii dream 
like experiences or car journeys 
which involve curious time dis¬ 
crepancies after .seeing unusual 
lights. Also integrated into re¬ 
ports arc those cases once inter¬ 
preted as parant>rmal events now 
being perceived as UFO and alien 
encounters. 

We are also looking at a different way 
of viewing these strange events as 
people and our advanced technol¬ 
ogy become ever inexorably 
linked. As we look to the skies, 
atui assimilate enilless informa- 
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non Iroiii tlio iniL'rnei and ihe me¬ 
dia udtlressing ihese issues eiieh 
with their very own theories, this 
can sometimes prevent us from 
lia\'ing to search for answers . 
Why look for answers when we 
can siiape what we've seen or ex¬ 
perienced with the imagery now 
so reailily available to us. In our 
tjLiesl, both witness and re.searcher 
must go beyoiui the image makers 
and leain to fit one piece of the 
puz/le at a time combineil with 
the scientific disciplines that can 
be so revealing in learning about 
ourselves, llie human conscious¬ 
ness and the mysteries of our uni¬ 
verse 

About tliirty reports to liUl-’ORA dur¬ 
ing 1999 w'ere not recent sight¬ 
ings. Most ol the thirty were 
from 1997-1998. Others includeii 
reports from 196t). i969, 1971 
1973. 1981. 1989 and 1994. 
4'herefore people still report 
sightings which can go back 
thirty to forty years ami im)re. 
This creates many difficulties t)f 
course, but they are still impor¬ 
tant for research purposes and 
should be logged with a BU- 
FORA Liuestionnaire. Some t)f 
these can be explained in terms of 
aircraft, astronomical phenomena, 
satellites, weather balloons, air¬ 
ships etc. 

These figures i.lo not incluile the sight¬ 
ing repmis which are emailei! ilirectly 

to the BUbOKA web-site. 

Anomalous lights in the sky continue 


to be responsible for a majority of all 
sighting reports with investigations 
maile more difficult wheti people adil 
solid objects to these liglits without 
actually having seen an object...only 
a light or lights. When tiuestioned 
closely it can be iletermineii that the 
observer has only actually seen lights 
in the sky. This is a very imptirtant 
issue in investigati(m and has to be 
very carefully evaluated in trying to 
elicit accurate information from the 
witness. To illustrate this major prob¬ 
lem during December r)f last year 1 re¬ 
ceived a wtvrried call from the Police 
in ClevelamI as they had received sev¬ 
eral calls from people in Middles¬ 
brough reporting Uh'Os on the Estan 
Hills. I rom the descrijiiion the police 
gave me the reports were highly in¬ 
dicative of a laser light display, but 
they mformetl me that they wouki 
have known about this. 1 explained it 
was probabl) unlikely they wouki 
know about various light shows. One 
of the witnesses called me and I asked 
w'here the nearest pub. or nightspot 
wouki be. He suggested a pub in Ouis- 
borough . sevemi miles to the south 
east of the liston Hills. I asked him 
to get in touch with them and check 
out whether there was a light show 
going on. He called me back to tell 
me this was indeed the case. Mission 
accomplished and the police were 
none the wiser! Simple and mundane 
answers to perceptions ol spaceships 
aikl Hying saucers. 

We had several reports to BLM-ORA 
last year, which turned out to be air¬ 
ships, These are often describevi in 
very exotic ways ami often will give 
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ilio feline au;i\ hccaiisc nf ilic liiyli[\ 
ylosseti t.lesLTic'doiis, 

SalellKes have alM> creaicd LM-O re- 
[O lU'I-ORA in I9W. Satellites 
can be seen as a point source of light 
moN’ing slowly and smoothly usually 
in an easterly direction with a viewing 
time of anywhere up to 20 minutes. 
Autokinetic effects can sometimes ap¬ 
pear to make the satellite appear to jog 
off course and zig /ag. This is due to 
involuntary jerky movement of the 
eye when you look at a point source 
for a pcriotl of time. 

Iridium satcllitc.s. 66 in orbit, can be 
observed as a glint in our early eve¬ 
ning or predawn skies. Their large 
Hat antennas act like giant mirrors and 
can reflect a narrow' beam of sunlight 
to the Barth which can be extremely 
brilliant. 

Due to .some excellent investigative 
work. Tony Bccles. has identified spe¬ 
cific satellites as being responsible for 
a ighting report from October 1999. 
which gives further new information 
to the BUFORA NIC. The name 
given lo the.se specific satellites are 
NOSS. which stands for Naval Ocean 
Surveillance System. Meteor ob¬ 
servers became familiar with the 
NOvSS Trio of .satellites which are ob¬ 
served 111 an equilateral pattern and are 
part ol the US Navy's Spaceborne 
Filcclronic Intelligence System, which 
tracks the position, speed and direc¬ 
tion of all military ships at sea. 'I'hree 
satellites can track these ships more 
accurately than a singular satellite by 
measuring the time difference of a sig¬ 


nal receipt. 

Unusual atmospheric phenomena such 
as ball lightning have possibly been 
responsible li'r two cases reportetl to 
BUFORA during the last two years, 
and which have been documented in 
the Bulletin ns this a very interesting 
and rare phenomenon. 

More information on ball lightning 
has been reported very recently and 
information on this comes via the 
Daily Record and Sunday Mail. Two 
Scottish climbers on Ben l.omond ran 
for their lives after being zapped by a 
flaming ball of dazzling, bluish-white, 
which came down touched them caus¬ 
ing a .shock right through their bodies. 
It then flew olf at an angle and van¬ 
ished with a deafening explosion. 
They describe a tremendous noise that 
shook them off their feet. Dr. Terence 
Mcadon of the Bradford Upon Avon 
based 'I’ornado Storm Research Or¬ 
ganisation commented that they could 
have been killed. 

PH(m)(;RAPHS/VIl)F{0 

FOOTACiE 

With regard to laser lights and their 
misidentification. BUFT)RA investi¬ 
gators .ludith laafar and Malcolm 
Robinson viewed footage from the 
London area iluring 1999. 'I he pho¬ 
tographer was convinced that he has 
captured an ‘object* not of this earth. 
He had never observed an object ei¬ 
ther on or off camera only lights mov¬ 
ing within cl(»ud coverage. After 
viewing the footage .ludith and Mal¬ 
colm explained to him that these were 
laser lights, but he diti n<il wish lo 
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Iicar lliis. He hail eaptiiictl a ’Lll'O' 
i>ii camera anil liiil not uani il lo be 
iilcmifieil. This, of course is a fairly 
common problem with photographs 
anil viileo footage that come into lUI- 
hORA 

BUl'ORA have also recei\cil stills 
from Video footage taken iluring the 
Sierra Madre fires in Mexico in 1998 
and video footage taken from an air¬ 
craft window showing what the pho¬ 
tographer thought were two UF-Os 
moving around tlie wing of the air¬ 
craft. In both cases these have been 
analysed and evaluated by Bill Rose. 

In the Mexico case, there were incon¬ 
sistencies with the (outage, due to 
long exposure times causing 'star 
trailing' and possibly light (rails from 
moving sources such as helicopters or 
fix wing aircraft. The latter case was 
probably due lo shooting through a 
double layer of non-opiical quality 
glass/plaslic at an oblique angle, 
which is an invitation to record dm 
marks and minor optical defects etc. 
.Slight repositioning of the camera can 
also make small nearby optical arii- 
lacts appear and disappear. The two 
small objects recorded by the wing ac¬ 
tually appear lo move across it, sug¬ 
gesting parallax (difference in posi¬ 
tion when viewed from different 
points) created by camera movement/ 
position adjustment, w'hicli was an¬ 
other stiong indication that nothing 
more than small window- smudges are 
iiu'olveil. 

l’hoU)gra[dis taken by a lady on Bal- 
ham High Street at midnight with 


clear shi>ts of the full moon pro\'eil 
ilellnitixely lo be optical artifacis. 
which are a ver_\ common jiroblem 
when working at night. The cause is 
the presence of bright light sources, 
although these secondary images are 
rarely apparent to the photographer at 
the time of taking the pictures. 

On behalf of BUFORA I would like to 
extend my sincere thanks and appre¬ 
ciation to liiil Rose for his time in 
conducting analysis on the video film 
and photographs. 

Re.search & Inve.sti^ations 
Meetinj*- 12'" February 2000 

Minutes of the recent R & I meeting 
have been distributed to all investiga¬ 
tors and researchers in addition to be¬ 
ing posted on the BUF'ORA Web site 
for all BIM'ORA members to access. 
'I his will be a regular feature on the 
web-site for future NIC meetings. 

On behalf of the NIC. I would like lo 
extend my thunks and appreciation to 
all investigators for their time and 
dedication in their work for the BU- 
r-ORA NIC. I w'ould also like to ex¬ 
tend my thanks lo .ludy Jaafar in her 
role as Secretary to the NIC particu¬ 
larly for her concise am! coherent 
writing and ilistribution of the min¬ 
utes at all these meetings. This has 
been a real contribution to the NIC. 

BLIi-ORA and the NIC would like to 
exleiul their considerable thanks and 
appreciation to Dave Pomlon. who has 
recently .stepped ilown liom his long- 
teiin role as National Co-ordinaior foi 
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Bufora Ltd 


tlic P'l'(.'. {)\cr ilic \ears lie lias revi- 
taliscd the course, scltitig high stan- 
tlaiiis for potential inicsligatiirs and 
lias eontrihuted a great deal of lime 
anil energy to this very important 
roiiiulation for Uf'O investigation, 
Hou'e\er I am very glad to report tliat 
David remains :is Deputy Director of 
Investigations. 

To conclude tliis report and on behalf 
of the HUFORA NIC. I would like to 
express our deepest thanks and appre¬ 
ciation to Steve Gamble for his con¬ 
stant support to the NIC through many 
yeais. attending nearly all of our 
meetings no matter which part of the 
country they were held in. and for or¬ 
ganising them in Cambriilge on se\’- 
eral occasions. You are greatly 
missed Ste\'e. 

On a more poignant note and on be¬ 
half of the NIC. I would also like to 
express how much we all miss Arnold 
West. 

Gloria Heather Dixon 


STRANGE 

PHENOMENA 

INVESTIGATIONS 

Founded by Malcolm Robinson in 
1979 now has a branch in England 

SPl iingland. 41 Castlebar Road. Eal¬ 
ing. I.oiulon. Fjigland. 2D.I. 

li-mail: spi_spiCf''hot mail.com 


Report of the Directors 


The directors present herewith their 
annual report together with the ac¬ 
counts of the company for the year 
ended ,4|st August 1998. 

The company is a private company 
limited by guarantee and without 
share capital. 

Principle Activity 

The principal activities of the com¬ 
pany during the financial year have 
been to encourage, promote and con¬ 
duct unbiased .scientific research of 
unidentified flying objectdJFO) phe¬ 
nomena thoughout the United Kitig- 
tlom and to co-operate with others en¬ 
gaged upon such work thoughout the 
world. 

Directors 

The directors who held office during 
the year were as follows:- 

M Cassirer J Spencer 

G Dixon S Gamble 

.1 Ja'Afar 

A WesttSecretary) 

R I.indsay R Moore 

R Digby (Treasurer) 

A Eccles (Appihnted 4/4/98) 

M Hudson! Appointed 4/4/98) 
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Directors Kesponsibilities 

Coinpan)' [.aw requires (he direciors 
III prepare accounts I'or each I'inancial 
year which give a true and fair view of 
the slate of id'fairs of the company and 
the profit or loss of the company tor 
iliat period. In preparing those ac¬ 
counts, tile directors are required to 

• Select suitiible accounting poli¬ 
cies and flien apply them consis¬ 
tently. 

• Make Judgements ami estimates 
that are reasonable anrl [irudeni. 

prepare the iiccounts on the going 
concern basis unless it is inappro¬ 
priate to presume iluit the ctmi- 
paiiy will continue in business. 

'File directors are respr)n.sible lor keep¬ 
ing proper accounting records which 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time tlie financial ptisiiion of the 
company and to enable them to ensure 
that the accounts comply with the 
Comptinies Act iyS5. They are also 
resimnsibte for safeguarding the assets 
of the company ami hence taking rea¬ 
sonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud amt other irregulari¬ 
ties. 

Political and Charitable Con- 
tribution.s 

During the year the company made no 
liolitical or chtiriltible contributions. 

Accountants 

Messrs N O'Brien & Co Chartered 
Accountants have continued in oflice 


for the current year. 

In preparing the above report the di¬ 
rectors ha\e taken ailvantage of .s[K*- 
cial exemptions applicable to small 
companies provided by part II of 
scheilulc S of the companies act 19X5 

DONATIONS RIX’EIVED 
I ’’* September 1998 to 
August 1999 

The C'oLincil wishes to express its 
thanks to the following members who 
ha\e generously supported the work 
ol BUl'OR.A during the past year: 

D.J.AdrIison 
(j.l'.N. Knewstub 
P.D. Corbett 
('-J, MacCarthy 
Miss I'. Parquharson 
J- McCiilsray 
Cl. 1-rcy 

R. Stamp 
B.P. James 

S. M. Winslade-Rafter 

C'ouncil also notes with gratitude the 
countless hours contributed to the As¬ 
sociation by its officers, investigators 
ami researchers, whose voluntary ef¬ 
forts are the life blood of BUP'ORA. 

A. West. Secretary 

[Note: Phis list w'as prepared by Ar¬ 
nold before his recent lieath. I'reasur- 
ers report conttiins an upiiate] 
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I reasurcr's Report for 
the financial year to 
3r'August 1999 

My rcpciri incluties the accounts cur¬ 
rently lodged with Companies House on 
30''' June 1999 for the previous year, 
rhese are in the (drniat required for that 
purpose. I have elected tt) present our 
finances in a simplified form for the 
year ending 3r‘ August 1999 as I did 
last year. 

We started the year with £3.662.64 at 
the bank but with around 2/3rds already 
spoken for by outstanding liabilities. 
Our income in tlie year from all sources 
was £6.7.‘'()..‘S9 but was outstrippeil by 
expenditure of £8.088.25 meaning a 
shortfall of income over expenditure of 
(-£1.337.66). Therefore, we ended the 
yeai' with £2.324.98 at the bank, having 
made up the difference. 

In the previous two years, our accounts 
have been distorted by Conference ex¬ 
penditures. Although income is well 
down on previous years, .so is expendi¬ 
ture. I make the following comparison 
with last year 


Category 

1998 

1999 

Admin 

5848 

1966.85 

Publications 

4022 

3400 

Lectures 

1908 

2044.94 

News Cutting 

2792 

300 

Newsfile 

364 

376.46 


pcniliturc and no longer try to appor¬ 
tion monies to Research or Investiga¬ 
tion. These activities arc rcnectcd 
across all categories in so far as they 
can be adequately captured. 

We still have £200 allocated for spe¬ 
cial investigation purposes and £1500 
was allocated for a book publishing 
project. 'I’his arrangement may have to 
be reviewed but although finances re¬ 
main tight in a declining market, es- 
.sential services are still being deliv¬ 
ered. 

1 would like to thank my fellow direc¬ 
tors for their help during the year, es¬ 
pecially Steve Gamble and Arnold 
West whose efforts made a big differ¬ 
ence to the bottom line in saving us 
money. Jenny Randles continued to 
run the UFOCall service which brings 
us in a regular income. 1 also ac¬ 
knowledge donations from (i. 
Knewstub. S.Gamble. Mr.McGilvray. 
G.I-'rey and P.Corbett. Also, our offi¬ 
cers. Researchers and Investigators 
whose voluntary efforts are the life¬ 
blood of Bufora. 

I propose the accounts be scrutinised 
by Messrs O'Brien and Company as 
In the past two years. The legal form 
of them to be lodged with Companies 
House prior to 30'^ June 2(K)() based 
on the figures I have presented today. 

Robert Digby. Hon.Treasurer. Bufora 
Ltd., r' April 2()()() 


Totals 14934 8088.25 

I have simplified tlie categories of cx- 


Hl I ()R.\ liullrlin 


Page 31 


Bufora Ltd 


Revenue Account for the year ended 31st August 1998 



1998 


1997 

Turnover 

Less Prime cost events 

16796 

6300 


17766 

9044 

Gross Surplus 

10496 


8722 

Less 

Research & Investigations 
Administration Costs 

9276 


945 

24236 


9276 


25181 

Operating Surplus(Deficit) 

Interest Received 

1220 

(16459) 

7 

Surplus (deficit)to General Fund 
Balance of General Fund 
at 1st September 1997 

1220 

(78) 

(16452) 

16374 

Balance of General Fund 
at 31st August 1998 

£1142 


£(78) 


The directors have taken advantage of special exemptions con¬ 
ferred by part 1 of Schedule 8 of the Companies Act 1985 ap¬ 
plicable to small companies the preparation of the accounts 
and have done so on the grounds that , in their opinion, the 
company qualifies as a small company. 

For the financial year ended 31st August 1998, the company 
was entitled to exemption from audit under Section 249A(1) 
Companies Act 1985, and no notice has been deposited under 
Section 249B(2). The directors acknowledge their responsi¬ 
bilities for ensuring that the company keeps accounting re¬ 
cords which comply with section 221 of the Act and preparing 
accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of the 
company as at the year end and of the profit for the finan¬ 
cial year in accordance with the requirements of the Compa¬ 
nies Act 1985, so far as is applicable to the company. 
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Bufora Ltd 


Balance Sheet as at 31st August 1998 


Tangible Fixed Assets 
Equipment at cost 

at 1st September 1997 & 98 3848 3848 

Less 

Depreciation 

At 1st September 1997 3848 1729 

Charge for the year - 2119 

3848 3848 


Net Tangible Assets 
Current Assets 


Cash at Bank 3662 2385 

Sundry Debtors & Prepayments - 3444 

3662 5529 

Current Liabilities 

Creditors 2520 5907 

Net Assets £1142 £(78) 


General Fund 

Balance at 1st September 1997 (78) 16374 

Surplus /(Deficit)for the ye^ 1220 (16452) 

Balance at 31st August 1998 £1142 £(78) 


Signed on behalf of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors . 


Dated 30th June 1999 
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Bufora Limited 


Accountants Report 


year ending 31st August 1998 

As described on the balance sheet, the directors are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts for the 
year ended 31st August 1998, as set out on page 3 and 
consider that the company is exempt from an audit and a 
report under section 249A(1) of the Companies Act 1985. 
In accordance with their instructions, we have compiled 
these unaudited accounts in order to assist them to 
fulfil their statutory responsibilities, from account¬ 
ing records and information and explanations supplied 
to us. 

In our opinion the financial statements give a true and 
fair view of the state of the company's affairs at 31st 
August 1998 and of its result for the year then ended 
and have been properly prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Companies act 1985 applicable to 
small companies. 


N O'Brien 
151 Farnham Lane 
Chartered Accountants 
Slough Berks SL2 2EW 
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Bufora Ltd 


Notes to the accounts 
31st August 1998 

1. Accounting Policies 

(a) Basis of Accounting 

The accounts have been prepared under the historical 
cost convention. 

(b) Cash Flow 

The accounts do not include a cash flow statement be¬ 
cause the company, as a small reporting entity, is ex¬ 
empt from the requirement to prepare such a statement 
under Financial Reporting Standard 1 "Cash Flow State¬ 
ments" 

(c) Tangible Fixed Assets 

Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates 
to write down each asset over its estimated useful 
life. Equipment - 25 % of net book value 

(d) Taxation 

The Company is a mutual trading company deriving its 
income from its members. Deposit interest is taxed at 
source. 

(e) Research and Development 

Expenditure on research and development is written off 
in the year in which it is incurred. 

2. Capital and Members Liability 

The company is limited by guarantee and in the event of 
winding up the liability of each member would be lim¬ 
ited to £1 


BUFORA LIMITED 

COMPANIES REGISTERED NUMBER 1234924 
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Turning UFOs into 
IFOs - NOSS 

by Anthony Ecxies 

During Oclober of a UI-‘() case 

luiil come It) my aiieiilioii from the 
rhingwall area of the Wirral on Mer¬ 
seyside. A fifty five year old sales engi¬ 
neer called John was walking his dog in 
the fields on the Tue.sday niglit of the 5"‘ 
of October. Jt)hn and his dog were lo¬ 
cated to the north of Prenion Brook, anil 
to the east of far Lower Thingwall Lane. 
It wiis ten o'clock at night tind the sky 
was slightly covered with cloud, it was 
not raining and there W'as iu> winil. In 
fact. John could .see a clear night sky. A 
slow moving point of light had caught 
his attention, and it appeared to pass 
through the constellation of Cassiopeia, 
'i'he man believed that what he was 
looking ill W'as a .satellite. However, an¬ 
other detail had caught his eye. he no¬ 
ticed ii second light and then ;i third iip- 
pearing together to torm a triangular 
formation, with one light being the lead 
light and the others forming a base line, 
iin isosceles triangle formiiiion. All 
three lights were moving together si¬ 
multaneously. .Satellites? Mov ing in for¬ 
mation? His feeling was that he was ob¬ 
serving three individiuil objects and not 
three lights that were fixed onto a single 
body, riiey appeared to move at the cor¬ 
rect speed for a satellite and ill the cor¬ 
rect height. The lights disiippeared from 
view "as they eniereil the Larih’s 
sliiidow”. Noriiiiilly. most investigators, 
like myself, would prolxihly connect the 
sighting ot iiKingular lights with suspect 


prototype military iiirciiifl. However, 
because the witness had submitted ii 
luimber of importiinl obscrviiiioiKil de- 
liuls on his sighting form. 1 vviis able 
to focus the invesligiilion on astro- 
nomiciil phenomeiiii. 

My first point ol call was my com¬ 
puter skymiip and reference books of 
the Merseyside night skies, which are 
published by the Liverpool Astro¬ 
nomical Society. With this in hand 1 
was iible to locate Cassiopeia. From 
Jolin’s de.scription of the lights the 
w’itness had observed them iiiivelling 
from the west to the east. 1 had never 
heard of satellites travelling in forma¬ 
tion before so nty next move was to 
contact the British Astronomical As¬ 
sociation - .Artificial .Satellite Section, 
iind also to look on the Internet for a 
satellite tracking site called Heavens- 
Above Ciinbh. which is based in Ger¬ 
many. l-'rom this website I was first 
able to locale a satellite called Cosmos 
194.^ rocket which vvtis close to the es¬ 
timated object altitude and location. It 
is a single object which passes at 
22:03:05 at a magnitude of 3.9 and 
first appears in the south west. This 
object fails to account for the lights 
witnessed, firstly because it produces 
a singular light in the sky, secondly 
because it appetirs below Cassiopeia 
and not through it. and iiiiiilly because 
it moves in the opposite direction, 
from the south west to the north east. 

Not the right solution. I know, but I 
was certain I was on the right track. 
Soon after, on the 25''* October 1999. I 
receiveii an email from the B.A.A with 
an cxplanainin that it coukl well be 
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NOSS. The email eanicLl \vilh ii llic 
tollnuin^ iiiloniiatit)!!. 

"A ample of siiniiners (ii>o. nieleor 
i)hser\-er\ certciinlv heeainc familiar 
\eilli the 'NOSS Trio’ of satellites, 
which were in an ecinilateral pattern. 
Onboard sen.sors apparently allowed 
researchers to measure precise dis¬ 
tances between these, and how they 
were affected h\ gravitational pertii- 
hations over lime. The NOSS satellites 
were also comparatively faint - visual 
n\af’. +J or thereabouts. " 

Searching caret'ully thrcuigh the net I 
had come aemss a piece tliat had been 
written by C'NI News, it was continu¬ 
ing a story that had appeared on the P' 
September 1^96 in the Toronto Star 
newspaper regarding the annuai 
Perseid meteor shower. During the 
nights of the 8'''. 9''' aiul I ()''' ol' August 
of that year a set ol three “unblinking" 
ligltts in triangular formation had 
“cruised across the star fields." These 
lights hatl never been seen before and 
weie describeti as being fainter than 
the constellation of Ursa Major. The 
jirticle goes on to say that Ted 
Molc/an. a Scilellite orbit expert based 
in loronlo had figured out what the 
three lights were...they were NOSS. 
anil there was not just one set but 
iheie were actually three sets of satel¬ 
lites travelling in formation. They 
were code named Parctie. after tlie 
thice daughters of Zeus, and were a 
part of the US Navy's spaceborne 
electronic intelligence system. NOSS 
uas the name given to these satellites 
h\' imn military siitellite specialists 
and '.lootl foi' Naval Ocean Sur\’eil- 


lance System. Until 1996. the US 
Ciovernment liad denied all kno\\ ledgc 
of these satellites ever existing. 

I!ach group <d’ satellites, apparently. 
Hy at an altitude of IlOOkm and in 
lormation approximately 1 OOkm 
across. I’he satellites are meant to 
track the position, speed, and direction 
of all military ships at sea. This is 
done by detecting communication. 
na\’igation and weaptins control sig¬ 
nals tlial are emitted almost continu¬ 
ously by naval ships. Three satellites 
can track these ships more accurately 
than a singular satellite cinild by 
measuring the time difference of sig¬ 
nal receipt. Accr>rding to this CNI 
News article three sets o( satellites 
were launched in 1990. 1991 and 
1996. F.jich satellite measures appnixi- 
mately three meters in length, larger 
than the earlier versions of this sys¬ 
tem. 

You can look at tliis page if you go to 
its original file natne which is CNI: 
Triangle of .Stars?? 

htlp://www.cnincws.co m/Search/ 
CNl.()475.html 

This sounded fascinating to me be¬ 
cause it indicateil that any ship be¬ 
longing to any nationality could be 
identified anil located anywhere in the 
world. It has some interesting implica¬ 
tions with the use of satellite technol¬ 
ogy. I conducted a further search and 
found a number of i}uestion and an¬ 
swer pages from satellite enthusiasts. 
I'hey not only enquire as to whether 
those siitellites can remain in tiiiht for- 
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maiion anil how they maiioeii\re In 
orhu. riiese satellites move with a 
leaLliiie siiielliie first anil the reinain- 
iny lull tbllowlng hehiml. they are not 
eapable of remaining in tight foriiui- 
lion but will appear in a triangular i'or- 
malion as well as a formation of lights 
that travel in a straight line. 'I'his actu¬ 
ally ties In with a couple of other 
cases which fit just that description. 
One of the answers given states this; 

"The NOSS consiellaiions antsisi of 
ilirce visible solelliles. each of w hich 
moves in a rong/j/y i’coceniric orbit. 
The shape (f the irian^ile formed can¬ 
not be maintained because the orbits 
must intersect one (mother when 
viewed from Earth's center. Thus from 
lime to time the .satellites will even ap¬ 
pear to be in a .straight line from that 
point of view. All other times they 
form .some .sort <>1 triangle, but its 
shape must vary continuously. I tried 
viewiitfi them from above in simula¬ 
tion in Starry Ni}>hi. It is possible to 
do so. but it is very difficult. " 

I recommend the following pages; 

lmp://www.satellite.eu.org/sat/.seesat/ 
Aug-iyb7/()296.hlml 
htlp;//www.satel I ite.eu.org/sat/seesat/ 
Aug-1997/0299.hlml 
http://www,salel lile.eii.org/sul/seesal/ 
Aug-l997/().l()3.html 

Out of curioiisity i wanted to know a 
bit more and fortunately founil a lew 
pages from IAS. Space Policy 
Agency: Military Space I’rograms. 
I iom here were pages which de 
scribed White ('loud (NOSS). Its 


opening sentence begins; 

"I'he While Cloud Nav(d Ocean Sur¬ 
veillance Svsiem (NOSS} performed 
w ide area ocean surveillance, primarily 
for the Navy White Cloud which is used 
to determine the location of radio and 
radars iran.sinissions usiiii’ triaiii-illa¬ 
tion. The identity of naval units can he 
deduced by analysis of the operating 
fretpiencies and iran.smi.ssion patterns 
of the emitters. 

Each NOSS launch placed a cluster of 
one primary .satellite and three smaller 
sub-satellites (that trail alonii at dis¬ 
tances of several hundred kilometers) 
into low polar orbit. This satellite array 
can determine the location of radio and 
radars transmitters, trianiiulation, 
and the identity of naval units, by analy¬ 
sis of the operatinfi freipiencies and 
transmission patterns. 

NOSS u.sed the ELINT (Hlectronic Intel¬ 
ligence) technitpie called "time differ¬ 
ence of arrival", TDOA, rather than 
true interferometry. Conceptually. 
TDOA and interferometry are very simi¬ 
lar, thouiih distinct, technuptes. They 
may also use the fretpiency-domain ver¬ 
sion of TDOA, EDOA, which e.xploiis 
doppler shifts .somewhat in the mm' the 
COSEAS/SAESATs do." 

I'he initial pliase of Operation White 
Cloud was in operation from 1976 right 
through to 1987 when 9 satellites were 
.sent into orbit. I'lns pliase useil one 
main and three sub-satellites and used 
.Atlas I' rockets to project them into or¬ 
bit. It is not explained hosv these satel¬ 
lites remained m lormation flight, it is 
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siiyycsicil that cxircmely loiiy wires 
lieki ilieni together but that these 
uiHikl ha\e been se\eral luiiulreils of 
kilometres long! From to 1987 a 
total i)l five groups of modernised 
SSU-IA satellites with upgiaded sta¬ 
bilisation and data transmission sys¬ 
tems were launched to replace failed 
satellites. By 1990. these satellites 
were launched using only three bod¬ 
ies, A number {)f infrared sensors 
were incorporated into these, and 
these had been manufactured by a 
company called Martin Marietta. By 
1996 these satellites were using a 
stronger and more reliable Titan 4# 17 
rockets. 

More tietaiis can be gleamed from the 
following: 

http://www.fas. 0 rg/.spp/miliiary/ 

program/sLirveill/noss.htm 

Finally, there is also a paper given by 
a Russian military advisor called Ma¬ 
jor A. Andronov entitled “The U..S. 
Navy's "White Cloud” Spaceborne 
FLINT System”. This gives an excel¬ 
lent explanation as to why three satel¬ 
lites are used. 'I'he first has a wide ob¬ 
servation swath, but by itself cannot 
determine the coordinated of radit) 
emitters. 'I he second satellite, with the 
first, gets a fix on the shipborne emit¬ 
ters. the position of the ship is ob¬ 
tained. but with s{)me ambiguity. The 
third body gets the fix of the emitters' 
signals, enables their coordinates to be 
deleriniticil precisely and then trans¬ 
mits the information t<i Navy ships for 
weapons employment. You c;m there¬ 
fore take out an enemy surface craft 


long before it appears on Raiiar. 

The targeted information is not only 
relayed to US Navy ships but also to 
land stations such as Blossom Point in 
Maryland. Winter Harbor in Maine. 
Fdsel in Scotland, and smaller stations 
in the Pacific such as Guam tind Adak. 

Major Andronov states that a satellite 
group is able to receive signals from a 
zone with a radius of about 3500km 
on the surface of the Earth, and under 
clear conditions can monitor the same 
object 108 minutes later. A system of 
four satellite groups enables any re¬ 
gion at a latitude of 40 to 60 degrees 
to be monitored more than 30 times a 
day. This spaced based ELIN'l' system 
is one of the basic means for over-the- 
horizon targeting for warships 
equipped with Tomahawk cruise mis¬ 
siles. Today, these information re¬ 
ceiver systems are employed by nu¬ 
clear submarines. 

I'or further details please see the fol¬ 
lowing; 

http://www.fas.org/spp/military/ 

program/survcill/noss_atidronov.htm 

My interest in the field of UF'Os en- 
ttiils the possible identification of sat¬ 
ellites as an origin of the sighting. 
With this case. I feel tliat I have done 
so. 1 am now aware that certain satel¬ 
lites do travel in formation and they 
also create tlifferent shapes of lights. 
For me in Merseyside it also means 
soix ing a number of other cases which 
have been previously labelled insuffi¬ 
cient data. 
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CASE FROM USA 

11 recently received this report IVoin 
Mike Harnuiii wliich I reproduce in 
tidl. Mike invites I'eedback SG] 

April 6ih, 2()()() 

Two. briiihi Green i.ights. traveling 
at a High rate of speed with an tJiange 
coinpiinion dancing back and forth 
behinil the lead object 

Arlington, Texas 

9;351’M Central Standard Time. 

This is the first time I have ever seen 
anything quite like this. Did anyone 
else .see this strange sight? If you saw 
it please email me. 

1 had gone outside to observe the 
stars for a while before going to bed, 

I was standing facing south and look¬ 
ing at the Orion Nebula, when some¬ 
thing caught my eye coming over our 
house. 

Looking almost directly straight up 
and just slightly south, I observed 
two bright green circular shaped 
lights, or objects coming fast over our 
house, one behiiui the other. The ob¬ 
jects were green in color, the same 
color as the green of a traffic light 
and about the same brightness, or 
possibly slightly brighter,The color of 
the green was very rich, intense 
green, iilinost a llorescent green, like 
a green highlighter. The si/e was 
about the same size or slightly larger 
than Venus looks in the night sky. or 
about the same si/e that a small car 
would look at that altituile. When 
viewcii ihiough binoculars the object 


appeareil larger and you coukl clearly 
.see the round shape oi both objects, 
riic objects were traveling at a very 
high anil constant rate of speed exce|it 
Ibi just prior to it dropping below the 
tree line when it seemed to gain speetl 
rapidly. The speed was what looked to 
be about four times the 
speed of aircraft passing over the 
same area during most of its trek. Air¬ 
craft often fly over this area as it is 
one of the final approaches to the 
DIAV Airport. 

The object took about 12 seconds to 
go from almost straight up anil about 
10 degrees south to completely out of 
sight over some trees down the street 
looking north. As the objects traveled 
across the sky, they did not leave 
streaks, tails, sparks and there was no 
sign of flaring, the way a Meteorite 
does. The si/.e, shape and color of 
these objects remained constant 
throughout it's trek across the sky. 

When 1 spotted the first green light I 
noticed that there was another object 
just like the first one and of the stime 
color and brightness, this second objec 
was also traveling in the same direc¬ 
tion and at the same speed. This object 
was just to the right of the first object, 
and sliglitly behind it. I remember 
thinking, "is this a low-flying air¬ 
craft?" "It sure is moving fast for an 
aircraft", however there were no nor¬ 
mal aircraft lights or strobes visible on 
either object. 1 grabbed my binoculars 
to get a better look at the objecls. as 1 
viewed the leading object through the 
binoculars. I noticed that I could see 
ihe clouils behind the object and that 


Pace -K) 


mnoHA ihiiii’iiii 


ihcrc wa'' nn siyn ol a IkhIv or wings 
nr any siritcliire conncciccl to the ob- 
jcL'ts. I conki clearly see liie cknals be- 
liiixl anil aroiinil both olijecls. The 
clouds were also illiiininaied by die 
city lights, which niaiie the clouds 
seem to glow a liini whitish color. I 
cinild clearly see the clouds contrasted 
against the objects as they moved im- 
lier them. I'lie clouds were patchy and 
scattereil. and spread out fairly evenly 
across the sky except for further north, 
where they were denser. You could 
also see many stars between the 
clouils. 

'I'hese objects did not look anything 
like stars, since they were moving at a 
high rate of speed. They were also 
moving under the cloud cover there- 
foic could not have been stars or satel¬ 
lites, 

'I'here was one aspect to this sighting 
that I thought was a bit strange, the 
objects seemed to he gaining speed 
rapidly, just prior to dropping down 
and disappearing behind the trees, 
which were tibout a qutirtcr of a mile 
away. 

Haily in my observation, when I first 
spotted the letiding object looking 
through my binoculars. I noticed an 
orange much smaller light or object 
that seemed to be dancing very rapidly 
btick tind forth going past the lead 
green object in either direction, from 
side to side, not a tight /ig/ag but a 
inucli more exaggerated tiiovemenl. 
and quite rapid, more so than what 
Mould be expected from eye move¬ 
ment or movement of the binoculars, 1 


couki see the Icail green object at the 
same time as the orange smallei' ob¬ 
ject and couki tell that it was mo\ing 
past the green one in a rapid mo\c- 
ment. I was also able to pan the green 
object fairly easily allowing me to 
view the orange object as it dtinced 
around or back and forth. The ortinge 
object otherwise kept pace with the 
leading green object as it traversed the 
sky. 

This whole episode caught me totally 
by surprise. ! had gone outside to do 
some stargazing, and had not planned 
on looking for UPOs. This incident 
has left me totally spooked and quite 
excited, definitely High Strangeness. 
'I his is the first litne I have ever seen 
anything quite like this; looked like 
something right out of the mox ies. 

What 1 have dcscribeii above was not 
llie planet Venus or .lupiter. or a star, i 
was able to see both planets during 
this sighting. It also was not an air¬ 
craft. balloon or a helicopter as there 
was no souiui at all. emanating from 
this object., and it moved much too 
fast and smoothly. 

Mike Harman 
UPO-PI 

Mike Harman UP'O Investigator 
Ul-O-Pl 

http://u fo-pi.homepage.com/iiKlex. 
himl 

Mike_Harman(ri'rocket mail.com 
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SKYWATCH Kni’ORT 
MAI.C'OI.M ROHINSUN & JUDITH 
JAAI'AR. 

Being iiuolved wiili UFOlogy can 
lake mail) lorms. Ydu can either liave 
a passive interesl. or you can have a 
more vesied interesl in matters per¬ 
taining ti) 'uhal's going on'. Most peo¬ 
ple who lake an interesl in Uf-Ology 
want to gel to the bottom of it and 
may join any one of the many British 
UFO groups that are currently active 
at the moment ate people are inter¬ 
ested in joining a group to become an 
Investigator, or basically just want to 
join to be kept informed by reading 
any of the literaiiirc and magazines 
that that group may publish. 

'I'here is no ilenying that UF'Ology in 
the UK was helped along by numer¬ 
ous r.V, sliovvs that featured our sub¬ 
ject o'/er the past few years, shows 
like the X Files. Strange But True'.' 
and Sightings, to name but a few. 
'I'liere is however another aspect of 
UFOIogy which equally holds a place 
within the ranks, and that is participat¬ 
ing in skywalches. Fliis as we know, 
comprises of members of the vtirious 
societies, all grouping together on 
some bleak hillside or designated tireu 
stiinng skywards in vain hopes of see¬ 
ing something wliich rioesn’t conform 
to iioi'inal conventional air Iratlic. 
Seasoned LIFOIogists luive been there, 
and it can at the very least, prove 
beneficial l<' those hardy souls who 
take great reverence ol lieing there'. It 
gives them something to do. they leel 
part ot not onlv being with other like 
minded individuals, hut it gives them 
a sense of purpose, (ilare 1 say it. be¬ 


longing !) it can ol course be produc¬ 
tively Toring'and I nuself ha\e spent 
many a night watching the bleak Scot¬ 
tish skies with fellow Scottish UFOlo- 
gists in -expectant hopes that some¬ 
thing miglil happen, all loo often it 
usually doesn't. But it's the thrill ot the 
possibility that because you are situ- 
aieil in a 'UFO Hot-Spot' or ‘Wiin.iow 
Area’, that you feel that something 
might give, that something may mani¬ 
fest and enforce your reason for being 
there. To others this may sound tanci- 
ful or idiotic, (and who can blame 
them), but as I say, to the individuals 
who (irmly believe that something is 
indeed going on in the skies through¬ 
out ilie world. It’s the being there that 
counts, and if you don't put yourself in 
the ball park you won't get anything 
out of it. It's like, if you don't buy a 
lottery ticket, you have no chance of 
winning the lottery. 

So, in setting the scene, 1 decided to 
take part in the British UFO skywalch 
vshich was .scheduled for Salunlay the 
I Sill of September 1999. '['he organ¬ 
iser w'as Philip Walton a BUF'ORA 
member. Philip spoke to numerous 
members of the various UFO .societies 
throughout the UK asking them to be¬ 
come involved. I explained to Philip 
that I would organise a UF'O skywtilch 
in Scotland and wouUl hold it in Scot- 
lanil’s alleged UF'O Capital, Bonny- 
bridge. Bonnybriilge has seen a wealth 
of strange UF'O sightings o\er the 
years which has catapulted it into the 
minds t)f UF'OlogisIs the world oxer. 

I askeil numerous Scultish UFOIogists 
to become invoixed anel sadly only a 
texx responilexl. Bill) Dexim aiul Brian 
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Allan li'diii SI’I Scollatui. (ihc socicls 
I foiiixicii hiick in 197*^)) kindly agreed 
lo lake |iarl. as did John I’aiil Circy 
Irom ihe Lanarkshire Ui-'O socictN'. I 
imisl aclniii. I was surprised hy Ihe lack 
ol'llieir support and enthusiasni. Coun¬ 
cillor Billy Buclianan from Bonny- 
hridge. who has been assisting me 
v\’ilh these LJl-'() reports over the 
years, notified various Scottish News¬ 
papers and their coverage was exten¬ 
sive leading up to the day of the sky- 
watch. indeed. 1 even coiulucted a ra¬ 
dio interview with Central F.M. (a 
Stirlingshire radio station) here at my 
home in London just prior to my de¬ 
parture to Scotlanil, My partner Judith 
.laafar anil I traveled up to Scotland 
where we met up with a group of peo¬ 
ple at the arranged designation point in 
Bonnybridge High Street. From there 
we all Jumped into our respective cars 
and headed off into the dark and 
cloudy Scottish night towards our sky- 
watch location which was on the 
moors behind the town oi Bonny- 
bi idge. 

At my suggestion, we all parked our 
cars at the entrance to a local farm 
which I thought would not pose us any 
problems, not so. for a few seconds 
later an approaching figure came out 
of the darkness with a llashiighl and 
headed towards our position. A voice 
boomed out. "Who is the organiser" 7 1 
approached this lady and said it was 1. 
u heieupon she i|uickly anti sery vocii- 
erouslw launched into a shouling- 
iiialch slating that we were trespassing 
on her land, and that we were upsel¬ 
ling the cattle in Ihc adjoining fiekls 
and we would have to leave immedi- 
tilcly. 1 eventually got a word in and 


gave mv apologies to this local farm 
owner and said that we wmild vacate 
her land immediately. 'I'his we did. 
and we travelled a short distance to a 
new skywalching position. I'lie sky at 
this point was heav ily overcast and the 
forecast of rain which had been as¬ 
sured hy Ihe national weather men 
seemed not that far off. I had come 
prepared with my trusty kagool which 
admittedly had seen better days but 
thankfully I didn't rei|uire it as the rain 
did not appear. Gathered around me 
were around .^0 hardy souls from dif¬ 
ferent parts of .Scotland who had all 
deciilcd that they wanted to be there 
on the night, some of them had seen 
the massive publicity, whilst others 
had hetirtl about it through friends. At 
this point 1 decided to explain all 
about the UFO sightings from this part 
of Scotland and W'ent into numerous 
cases that I was aware of. I.ocal 
LIFOIogist and video photographer 
Craig Malcolm was also there, and 1 
gave him the opportunity to inform 
the assembled people all about the 
many strange UFOs that he had cap¬ 
tured on film. Craig wasted no lime in 
going into numerous stories about all 
the strange things that he had seen and 
filmed around the Bininybridge area. 

A short while later, we were joined by 
local councilor Billy Buchanan. Billy 
suggested moving on to higher ground 
where we would have a better chance 
of not only v iewing a better skyline, 
hut it would give us a commanding 
view of the Forth Valley, and boy w-as 
he right !! I he new locatiim we vis¬ 
ited was much higher tluin where we 
were previously and sure enough, the 
view was far belter. I then asked Billy 
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lo Inlonii those asscmblcil ahoiii 
how lie became iii\{)!\ed uilh the 
UI-'0 sighliiies over lionnybriJiie. 
As Billy was inlormiiie the assem- 
blcil ainiience, I noiiced llial m\ 
|Xirlner Jiiilith was avidly inspecting 
the skyline with her trusty binocu¬ 
lars wliere she seemed interested in 
a paiticular segment ol’ skyline 
which 1 also noticed tliat some other 
people were ga/ing at too. 1 then 
noticed that there appeared to be a 
couple of unusual lights which were 
moving around in the sky. My part¬ 
ner and fellow Ul-Ologist Judith 
Jaafar now takes up the story. 

'I'he night was chill and damp, and 
the almost tottil cloud cover very 
low. I hailn't been on many sky- 
watches before, and the inclement 
conditions only served to remind me 
why I didn't make a habit of this 
kiiu! of thing. I had never in my life 
seen anything that could be dubbed 
a "UrO", and certainly wasn't ex¬ 
pecting lo change my non extra¬ 
terrestrial craft opinions on this 
murky Scottish night. 

Alter Billy had joined us and we 
had changed locations, I let Billy 
hold court while turning my back on 
the group and surveying the unfa¬ 
miliar skyline. Over the next twenty 
minutes or so I acquainted myself 
with the lights, treelines, m and out 
nightpalhs to Cumbernauld airport 
and the general lay of the hind over 
.^60 degrees, i had noiiced a very 
bright white light Just above the ho- 
ii/on in a general WNW location, 
aiul niaile a mental note lo ask some 
of the local people what this was. 


The next lime 1 looked it had \anisheil, 
somewhat to my surprise. Another 
smaller light just to its right still re¬ 
mained visible, and Billy assured me 
that this was a farmhouse on the Kil¬ 
syth Hills which were completely ob¬ 
scured by the thick, low cloud. 

The bright light then i^roceeded to ap¬ 
pear and disappear over the next half 
an hour or so. sometitiies remaining in 
the same spot, other times being visible 
in different locations both to the right 
and left of its original position. All the 
while I was trying to iilentify this 
light - couki it be an aeroplane, a heli¬ 
copter, car lights, even a tractor on the 
hillside'.' 

Then it started to change, and my inter¬ 
est increased. Several times ilie while 
light disappeared and was replaced by 
up to six small, pulsating red lights 
w'hich w't)uld cjuickly disappear into the 
cloud cover. During these limes the 
bright w'hite light wouki become invisi¬ 
ble. but its beam ct)uk) clearly be seen 
rellecling along the underside of the 
clouds, almost as il the object had 
turned its back. I thought this suffi¬ 
ciently interesting to alert some others 
in the parly, and consequently several 
of us watched the object both with the 
naked eye anil binoculars. 

At this point I was only mildly inter¬ 
ested. as I was still pretty sure that 
whatever il was had a munikine expla¬ 
nation. rhen all my theories went out 
the window'. The single while light 
made a reappearance back at its origi¬ 
nal location and promptly ilivided into 
iwi) white lights which rapiilly flew oft 
in opposite directions and then shot up 
into the clouils! 
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()\cr llic ciHiisc o( ihc Iwo hours or so 
iIkiI u'c walchcci llus {ibjccl it hail lra\'- 
cli'il liack anil Ibith on (he hori/on. but 
in dark, cloudy conililions it was impos¬ 
sible to juilgc distances. I then ileier- 
mincil to come back to this location in 
daylight and see exactly what the topog¬ 
raphy was like and if tliere would be any 
visible clues as to the possible nature of 
this light. 

So it was. three weeks later, tlial Mal¬ 
colm and I were back in Scotland and 
we made a return trip to the Bonny- 
bi iilge moors. It was a cold, cletir. sunny 
day and we could see Ibr miles. The 
back drop had indeed been the Kilsyth 
Hills which were now clearly visible, 
and I could judge thiit the object 1 h:id 
viewed had been moving either in front 
of the hills or perhaps just along the 
crest. We estimated its left and right tra- 
jeclorv to have been a total of I anil a 
half to two miles, its distance from us 
about three miles and its height no more 
than 1000 feet. 

The land there was rough grazing for 
sheep, and there was no sign of any kind 
of iirable farming where a farmer might 
have been out ploughing on the hillside 
at night. And what a night to pick ttny- 
way. with the visibility so poor ! 

’I'liat left me with perhaps a police or 
rescue helicopter repeatedly traversing 
the same area, a very satisfying theory 
unlil one remembers the division of the 
light into two lights going in opposite 
directiims. The same would apply to a 
light aircraft perhaps up to some illegal 
business, tm explanation belo\ed of 
UI'O skeptics these days. 


I poniieicit this e\ent for some lime 
afterwards, but up till now I have not 
come up w ith a logical answer. liven 
Ciiithlights do not fit the bill—they 
don’t have powerful directional 
betims that illuminate the clouds. As 
far as I’m concerned, this remains an 
unknown, the first one 1 have ever 
seen. Of course that does not mean 
that it is unknowable. Just that I 
haven't been able to identify it. J..I. 

All in all then it had been a produc¬ 
tive night, the rain had stayed off 
and we all hail witnessed something 
unusual in the skies near Bonny- 
bridge. So dear reader, the active 
participation of going along to a sky- 
watch can prove productive. 99.99^ 
of the time it does not, but thank¬ 
fully on this occasion it did. ! spoke 
w'ith skywatch coordinator Philip 
Walton a few days later who told me 
that all the other groups in the UK 
had still to respond to him but he 
was sure that this was down to the 
iibysmal weather that the whole of 
the UK had been experiencing tlnit 
weekend and that they had nothing 
much to report. So. at (he end of the 
day, Ul-'Ology is more than partici¬ 
pating in Ub'O research, talking to 
the witnesses etc. it's equally abiuit 
getting out into the field {as it were) 
and hiking part in skywatches which 
allow' the individual to feel part of a 
society which continues their inter¬ 
ests. So for those who haven't par¬ 
ticipated in a skywatch. 1 suggest 
that you give it a try. it can he a cold 
but enjoyable experience, 

O Malcolm Rtibinson. Judith Jaafar. 
SPI England/BUFORA 
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BUl-ORA BUl.lJiriN IS published by 
the British LIFO Research Asst>ciation 
(BUFORA Ltd). Registered (JlYice; 70 
High Street. Winghain. C'anteibury. 
Kent CT3 IBJ. Registereil in London 
01234924. Meinbersliip ol BUFORA 
IS open to all those who supportthe 
aims of the Association and who's 
application is approved by the 
executive committee.Please forward 
any membership queries to the 
BUFORA registered office. 

'File views expresseil in submitted 
contributions do not represent the 
views or policies of BUF'ORA or the 
Editr)rial Board, except where 
specifically slated. BUFORA 
BULLE'FIN is copyright (c) 
BUFORA 2()()() and may not be 
iluplicaled without (lie express written 
consent of ilie publisher. It is the 
policy of BUFORA not to publisli the 
luimes or addresses of witnesses. 

BUFORA BULLFCriN always 
welcomes new submissions r)f 
material for publicalit)n. Articles may 
be electronically sent via e-mail to 
enquiries@buft5ra.org.uk. 
Alternatively, articles can be posted to 
the edittirial address. Articles can be 
foi wardeil as typewritten copy 
( preferably printed out in a hold, non- 
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C'tiurier or Times New Roman font). 
Copy may also be forwanlcd on a 3.5 
inch IBM format computer di.sc , 
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Text or Wonl b for Wiiuhsws data 
formal. 
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The Moving Kinder 
Steve (lUiiil)le 

Anil having written, so the stoiy goes, 
moves on. So it must be with editors, 
This is my linal edition of the Bulletin 
in the editors seal, having done my 
stint. 1 move on. 

But of course being editor allows me 
to lake more space than usual. This 
being a double issue of the Bulletin 
this parting shot will be twice the 
length of the usual editorial. Before 
we get into the main thiust of the 
editorial let me explain why issues 17 
and 18 of ilie Bulletin have been run 
together. 'I’he new millenuim did not 
start w-ell for me and personal matters 
rei|uireil most of my uine. This 
resulted in Bulletin 16 being a little 
late and prevented me starting work 
on Bulletin 17 when 1 should have. 
This was then further compounded by 
technical problems with the 
machinery. 'I'he Council fell that 
running Bulletins 17 & 18 together 
into a double issue would bring us 
hack more or less on target. Hence 
the current mighty tome. 

I have decided to cut down drastically 
on work 1 do in the fields of Ub'Os 
and the paranormal, bo do that I have 
given u|) all my official positions in 
BUbORA and sexeral other LIbO 
organisations to which I belong. Not 
an easy decision after twenty nine 
years of invoixenient. 
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Ailiuliiiili [ had already made liie deei- 
sinn llial I uoiilil he slaiuiin^ down 
this Near. I must ailmil (hat ilie ileiiih 
ul /\rtu>id West was a hi*: blow. Ar- 
tuild had been one of the first people I 
came to kin>w in Bld'ORA. 

Rut I am (Hit leaxiiig the fickl entirely. 
I will be continuing my own re- 
seaiches in (he hackgrounil anil hope 
to contribute the occasional article to 
the Rulletin and other publications. 
At tlic moment 1 am continuing to be a 
member of the BIJI-'ORA contribution 
to the SiTTICffHOMH project. At (he 
time of writing the team tiad com¬ 
pleted work on over 1200 sets of data. 
I also plan to put in (lie occasional ap¬ 
pearance at various e\ents organised 
by RLIf-ORA. 

I am not sure if the field of Ul'Ology 
has moved forwanl much in the 
twenty nine years or so (hat I been 
involved. riieories about the origin 
of l.n-()s come into fashion, then dis¬ 
appear only to reappear again several 
years later. 

Certainly when I became iiiN’olved 
things were more gentlemanly. Nonv 
It seems more important to shout 
doNvn everybody that doesn't agree 
with your view— it is more important 
to be right rather than to look at the 
facts. We have researchers who make 
a habit of being rude to witnesses, 
then object when (he witnesses don't 
want to play. 

Rut it is not all a one way street, 
riiere are svitnesses who object to re¬ 
searchers asking iiucstions about their 


CIO report, "^'cl it is nnl> by ques- 
lioniiig. b\ c.xainining that wc will 
make an\ progress. 

d'hc (ruth is that the researchers and 
the witnesses need each other. With¬ 
out witnesses, the researchers would 
ha\c nothing to sludv. Ami willuuK 
researchers, the witnesses would have 
nobody to take an interest in (heir re¬ 
port. The witnesses know a great deal 
about (heir individual case, but proba¬ 
bly don't have the whole picture. Re¬ 
searchers know a little about individ¬ 
ual cases, but arc able to piece parts 
from each together to get a feel for the 
overall picture. 

There is also an element in Ul-'Ology 
who seem to make a profession out of 
wasting peoples time. 1 am no longer 
prepared to deal with these people. 
Imotbail hooligans seem to be distrib¬ 
uted these days through many 
branches of society. 

I would like to thank all those that 
have helped me and who I have 
worked with during my time(s) as Irdi- 
(or. my time on Council, in the Rc- 
setirch and Investigation teams and in 
my periods in office as Chairman. 
They woulil obviously be too numer¬ 
ous to mention. 

1 wiHiId also like to thank all (he 
friends I have made whilst being a 
member of BUrORA and look Idr- 
ward to continuing these frieiulships 
over the corning years. 

In closing. I wish my successors in 
various jobs good luck for the future. 
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Arnold West 
Remembered or 
LOVE AT FIRST 
BITE! 

ilUi'ORA Vice-President. Arnold 
West died ill I pm on Weiinesday S 
December 1999. troin a sudden heart 
attack while working away from his 
home. He was 73. Some 40 people 
attended his funeral. 

My records suggest that Arnold joineil 
OUl'OA {as it then was) in July 1963. 
John Cleary-Baker. then editor ot the 
BUl-ORA JOURNAI.. notes brielly in 
the Spring 1967 edition "At the lime 
ot writing (28lh P'ebruary), a suitable 
vehicle has been purchased and Mr 
Arnold West is in llie process of fit¬ 
ting it up for use. Tliis lias been ilie 
cherished (.Iream of mine since I.U- 
lORO (.lays and I am glad that 1 was 
able to interest Mr West in assisting 
me to implement it," 'I’he reality was 
that ArnokI converted a battered 
'I'liames builder's van into a inini- 
caravanette. He finished it in a BU- 
l-'DRA blue livery with the lUlI-'ORA 
acronym tione in gold letters. 

'The "Mobile Unit" as it was known, 
saw service in Devon during the Hy¬ 
ing cross tlap in the Autumn of 1967. 
anil SPAC’HI.INK published a photo 
ot It parkcti outside Okehampton Po¬ 
lice Station. 1 believe that ArnokI 
took it to Warminster .several times 
and it look part in the National Sky- 
walcli Day (organised li) lidgar Hat- 
\any) at the No, 1 watching point, on 
Pewley Downs aho\’e (iuildlord in 


1968. In June 1968 1 look the Unit on 
lour to Scotland, and tlie BUl'ORA 
blue made a contrast with the green 
Bedford vans used by the l.och Ness 
Phenomena linesiigalion Bureau. In 
lho.se liays it was possible to park the 
van in central London without tear of 
a parking ticket! 

The idea was good, hut the reality was 
that finding a dri\ei to lake the van to 
a ULO sighting in another part of the 
country at short notice, did not com¬ 
pute. The Unit w'as specially refur¬ 
bished by ArnokI so that it could be 
the focal point for the large BUI-'ORA 
stand at Daily Mail NLW YHAR 
SHfJW in January 1969. visited by 
I3().(K)(). 'I'he Mobile Unit was an ex¬ 
ample ot Arnokls practical abilities, 
and his technical knowledge gained in 
the RAP', qualilied tiim to woik on ra¬ 
dar for the Civil Ax iation .Authority at 
Clalwick Airpori. Later he mined on 
promotion to the head otfice in Lon¬ 
don’s Kingsway. where I sometimes 
met up with him in the lunch-hour. 
Incidentally, during the years when 
Warminster was an major tourist trap 
for ufologists. Arnolit maintained a 
caravan nearby, which was rented out 
occasionally. He was a good tiieml to 
John Cleary-Baker who organised a 
■Warminster Week’study project. I'he 
liedford UL'O Society also had a cara¬ 
van in the area. 

Arnold was co-opted to the BUl'ORA 
committee about mid-1967 along with 
Ivar Macka) and Norman Oliver, 
Later that same year. Norman Oliver 
look ox er as Hon. rreasurer from 
Stephen Smith. In 1969 .Arnold, bear- 
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in^ llie (ilk- ''l iclii I'nil OliiL'cr'' It’ok 
inci' lliL' [losiiiDii (if H(’!i. ['reasiiicr. a 
[K'si lie held uniil I 

Sometime in 1^74 ArnokI hail taken 
on I'csponsibility for IJUI''()R/\ puhli- 
eaiions. In fact m the iy7()s the Asso- 
eiation haii an interesting lange of in- 
housc booklets and sofieovers ineliid- 
ing the BUI-ORA INVl-S I KiATOR'S 
HANDBOOK. He lielped set-up ilic 
BUF-ORA stand at the Psychics and 
Mystics Fayre at Ale.xtindra Palace. 
27-2S September 1^80. I'he Fair or- 
ganiscr wrote to me iiniting participa¬ 
tion on 10 .Inly. I his was the same 
day that the (neat Hall butnt down! 
In 1081 Arnold look over as Vice- 
Chairman (Vom Norman Oli\er. 
When Bob Dieby cot a job in Saudi 
Arabia in 1084. ArnokI took over his 
post as Council Chairman and held it 
ihilil 1080. 

When his wife, linid. was disabled by 
a stroke in 1080. Arnold dropped eve¬ 
rything to care toi her. Love at lirsi 
bite? He ol'ten told the story of how he 
saw I'nid in the NAAFI canteen while 
doing liis National Service In 1047 
and made the decision there and then. 
"I'hal is the girl 1 am going to marry" 
which he did six months later. He 
came out of the Air Force as a full 
Sergeant. On occasion one his daugh¬ 
ters. Avril. (and not Ibrgelting Rose¬ 
mary) came with him to meetings, 
where she helped by collecting the 
cash- In fact Arnold often had his 
children (.^ sons and daughters) 
stuffing envelopes at home for a BU- 
FORA mailing and paid them out ot 
his own pocket! 


■Alter Fnid ilied in 1006. Arnold took 
on the .Association's ilav to day I’lfice 
wiirk. dealing with every sort of en- 
i|uir\ - AND also handled the disti ibu- 
lionOf the BUIORA HLIld.iTIN, It 
is probable that he. together with 
Steve (Iambic and Bob Digby.saved 
BUF'OR.A from extinction following 
the 1007 Sheffield Conference deba¬ 
cle. At the lime of his death he was 
the Company Secretary and his house 
served as BUF'ORA's registered of¬ 
fice. 

He will be remembered as a mild- 
mannered. but eminently practical 
person and a gooil friend to many of 
us. 'I'he Association owes him a con¬ 
siderable debt lor the man-hours he 
gave it over many years. 

l.ionel Beer - April 2000 


Travel & Earth 
Mysteries Society 

Interested in ancient tnysterics. 
anomalous animals, ilowsing. ghosts, 
healing, ley lines, sacred wells, 
strange phenomena. LIFOs and lots 
more? 'I'hen join TFIMS for friendly 
stimulating company! 

It meets monthly for talks on earth 
mysteries, new concepts and 
unexplained phenomena. Otily 
t7..'i0 a year inc. TFMS News! 

For free ilettiils ring: 

Lionel: 020-8979.7148 
or Ann: 020-8542 .7110 
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FROM HERE AND 
THERE 

Arnold \Ves( Memorial Fund 

I'lic Council wish lo record their 
tluinks to nil those peiipie wlio do- 
luited to the (uiid in memory of Ar¬ 
nold West. 'I'his fund is now closed. 
Bob Diyby collected £170 which he 
forwiuded to the British Heart l-oun- 
dation. In reply he received the fol¬ 
lowing letter. 

"Dear Mr Digby. 

'I'liank you for your kind gift in mem¬ 
ory of Mr Arnokl West. Kindly pass 
i>n my thanks to everybtidy who con¬ 
tributed. 

We at the British Heart Ikmndation 
tiiul it such a tragedy that heart ihs- 
ease still takes so many lives. We are 
committed to doing all we can to help 
make heart tiisease a thing of the past, 
which is why Bill-' is the major inde¬ 
pendent proviLler of funds for heart re¬ 
search. patient care anil public ediicti- 
tion m the UK. Ofcourse. this would 
not be possible without the thouglitful 
generosity of people like you because, 
as a chanty, ue rely solely on dona¬ 
tions. 

Once again, many thanks for your 
generous gilt at this time. 

Yours sincerely, 

James McCarthy 
In memoriam Administrator" 


All Chiinge 

l ollowing the detith of Arnold West 
there ha\e been a number ol chnages 
in the administration of llie associa¬ 
tion. Michael Hudson was appointed 
at the Council meeting on Sth January 
2()()() lo lake oxer as Company .Secre¬ 
tary. In addition Michael has offered 
lo lake on ihe running of tlie olfice. 
riierefore the registered oflice will be 
relocateil as below ; 

BUFORA Ltd 
70 Jligh Street 
Wingham 
CANTFRBURY 
Kent CT.'^ 1BJ 

I'el 01227 728.^87 

Fax 01227 728.^87 

email entjuiries^’bulbra.org.uk 

.Sie\e (iainbie hail prexiously inih- 
cated that he would stand down as 
Chairman at the AGM. However he 
stood down on I4ih January. He 
Stales "I leel il is belter lhat both the 
new C'hairman and Secretary take 
over at Ihe same lime rather than wail 
jor the AGM so they can start work 
together. I have every confidence in 
Brian James and Michael Hudson and 
wish them well". 

Bob Digby stooil dovx n as treasurer at 
the AGM and has been replaced by 
Simon Rose. Many members will he 
aware dial Simon has been trea.surer 
before ami so brings a lol ol experi¬ 
ence lo the post. 
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lUifoni Stratejiv C(»nference 24tli June 2()()() 


NL\ir!\ ilirec \cars on rroni l^iitora's Polic) incciin^ in [Piniplon aiul 53 years on 
IVom Ihe Kcnneili /VrnokI si^hline il is lime lo review (he luliire liireelion ol 
llic company into llie 2 1st cenlury. 

This meelmy is open lo all memhers ot Bulbra I.itl.. ami enirancc ami pariicipa- 
lion Is free of charee. However, eniry is h\ ticket ami so pre-reeisiralion is re- 
(.[inretl. Tliis also alh'ws ilocimienlalitin lo be sent out lo participants ahead (»t llie 
conference. The final venue is to be confirmed and depends on the si/e of tlic par¬ 
ticipating amlience. 

Tlie meeting will be facilitated by a former Ibifora chairman - Bob Digby. who 
recently stood down as Treasurer at the last A(tM. 

'fhe purpose of (lie meeting is to consult with members and to map out the ilirec- 
lion llie coiii[iany should lake in the 2 I st cenlury. given the very different ein i- 
ronmeni to when the organisation was originally founded in the early sixties, 

Interesteil parlies shouki write in. enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope, si/e 
1)4 ( for fokleil A4 si/e or around 24cm x I Icm) lo 

[•volution. 

WO. Box m. 

Beaconsliekl. 

HPy 2Cil. 

and mark the top left hand corner of the envelope ■■Conference". 

I'hose members that remember Ihe last mie in Hampton can expect a similar par- 
licipali\e style. I ,aler on. a report and recommendations will be produced based 
on the fimlings of this conference. 

Please AC'f now to avoid tiisappointmenl. The first response mail to those regis¬ 
tering will be at the end of May. 

* This event is being jointly sponsored by your present C^hairman. Brian .lames 
and the consultancy l•volullon. managed by Bob Digby. 
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BUFORA’S NEW PRESIDENT 
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liUf'OKA I’lcsiUent l.ionel I'anilmipe wilh his wile Pairicia 

I’luilo. I.uiiifl lit'cr 


As announced at the ACIM. Lionel 
Fanthorpe has kindly agreed to be¬ 
come llie Ficsidenl of BUF’ORA. 

l.ionel will he well know to readers iis 
the presenter of Channel 4's F'orleiin 
'I'V programmes. He is the author of 
a wii.le range of books on many differ¬ 
ent aspects of the paranormal. He 
has also lectured widely on the para- 
normal atKi. I believe started his TV 
career with [presentations about the 
paianormal on Anglia TV in the late 
iy50s. 

As well as the paranormal, his other 
great passnin is motorcycles. 


Lionel is already President of AS- 
SAP. the Association for the Scien¬ 
tific Study of Anamolous Phenom¬ 
ena. His appoinitneiu as lUJl-ORA 
President will strengthen lies between 
our two organisations. 

Spetiking at the ACiM. Lionel ex¬ 
pressed his thanks to BUFORA for 
inviting him to be President and his 
great pleasure at accepting. 

[ Pile President’s post hail been \acanl 
since the unfortunate death of Major 
Sir F^itrick Wall last yeaij 
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OBHTJARV 
Howard Barkway 
(alias Bellevue Books) 

Hciuarci I^arkuay. died sialdcnly tin 7 
I'chruary. wliile leaving his htiok stor¬ 
age linn near Ashford. Born 1 October 
ld.^9. he was only 60. His wife Kathy 
observed that a measure of his popu- 
laiity was the fad that over one hun¬ 
dred jieople attended his funeral! 

'riuise of us interested in mysteries 
will know of liim tlirough BKI.IJt- 
Vlll: BOOKS, as both a publislier anil 
ilishibutor. In 1091 he published the 
L'K edition of Lionel Fanthorpes 
book. RFNNFS-LH-CHATFAU. 

Howaril had been a member of tlie 
Rennes (iroup" and was in a good 
ptisiuon to probe the mystcr>’ of 
SaiiniSrc's treasure, having gained a 
degree in l•’rencll at Aberystwith Llni- 
\eisily. In 1994 he published GLNli- 
SF:T TAROHr I^AR'IH by Oavid 
Wood and Ian Campbell. 

He was also obsessetl with ttie so- 
called i’Hll.ADHLPHlA FXIM-RI- 
Mi-NT and had tracked the USS HL- 
DRIDOl: to (iieece. iJooks fascinated 
him and lie thought nothing of staying 
up luilf the night pursuing some mys¬ 
tery in his eclectic collection. 

He actcil as a consultant to Oa/.elle 
Book Services based m l.ancaster. 
His career in publishing sjianncd tour 
decades and about \5 years ago he 
formed LLFX'I RONICA specialising 
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in the ilisli ibiilion of material issued 
by associations or societies in the 
IISA. 

When not attending conferences (eg. 
I'.r. Llncon\'ention) anil occasionaly 
TFM.S talks, he tielightcd in playing 
ja// piano and accorilian and iiululg- 
ing his passion for New Orleans music 
and blues. 

He was noted for his .self-deprecation 
but was good at linking people to¬ 
gether. I owe him for putting me in 
touch with Lionel Fanthorpe. who has 
recently become both President of 
AS.SAP and BUF'ORA. One wonders 
if he should have tricil his hand as a 
publisher’s publicist? Howard spread 
himself widely and consequently, he 
will be missed by many. 

Lionel Beer - April 20()() 


n-i'KIi UFOR(-Wfrf.l‘ 

"I'he BDFORA website can 
be accessed at : 

www.bufora.org.uk 
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To The lidiior - BUl-'ORA Bulleiin 

in response lo Kate Taylor’s theories. 
Yes ceilainiy. small, very small Sec¬ 
tions ot Society mainly in l.oiulon . 
Southern Counties and main cities 
who do have access to all TV Chan¬ 
nels. aikl liLiue selections ot maga/ines 
and books on every subject going in 
most Newsagents- who could be inllu- 
enced by wluit slie says "belief in ab¬ 
duction b)' aliens has almost reached 
the point of hysteria”. A gross exag¬ 
geration and lack of knowledge of 
how working class people, even Lon- 
(.loners.ciiy dwellers, and more espe¬ 
cially rural and small urban areas live 
and think. 

Its football, fashions anti one night 
stands, if more adult and stable, how¬ 
to survive when New laibour are cor¬ 
roding everything l-rnesi and Aurein 
lievin ever slootl for. Worries about 
Jobs,road rage and muggings in every¬ 
day lives. That is what the majority t>f 
the UK and I should inuigine any 
country thinks of. l-’or women, such 
nuintlane matters as Juniors interests 
and schooling, plus ferrying them to 
and fro by car to their hobbies, they 
haven’t lime for any of their own! 
How many people attend Ul-() ('on- 
ferences? 2()0/.l()() is a good turn out. 
insignificant compared with a popula¬ 
tion of millions. Ufology is a way out 
subject that only a very small minority 
ever give a thought lo. 

In the early l^yO’s. the then lissex 
Ul-U Ctrou[r and I siarteil gelling ab¬ 
duction cases. By the mid-iy7()'s 
Alan Hilton and 1 fi>rmed the Ist IIK 


Victim Support 'feaiii. Ne\’er once, 
did the pet)ple who had this frighten¬ 
ing experience of Missing Time or 
beil-room experiences, ever say they 
had reail about, seen on T V or any¬ 
where else, anything to do with 
UFO’s. Indeed, they had never en¬ 
tered their mundane thinking until that 
moment in time. But the reaction was 
always the same. Why don’t people 
know- about this? why don’t they be¬ 
lieve me? Why isn’t the Government 
doing something about it?. My silent 
respt)nse was "because people are like 
you. vaguely before you thought 
UFOs and fi'I’H were a myth, only for 
the loony fringe, not for the likes of 
you. an ordinary person”. So the 
Governments of this wtriki gel awiiy 
with hiding their sinister research and 
more, tor whatever nefarious reasons 
they have. 'I’hey don’t need to be 
heavy handeii ami put themselves in 
an awkwaril light. Intelligent thinking 
people such as Kale Taylor. Susan 
Blackmore. Budden etc. you name 
them. an«.l some UF'O organisiilions 
committees, are doing the iliily work 
for them. Together with occasional 
deritlmg, sarcastic newspaper reports, 
fantasy Children’s 'TV jirogramines 
manufacturers of I:T htilloons and so 
on. The public are nicely deluding 
themselves, thank you! 

It simply isn't possible hir people m 
all walks ol life, cases living m Afri¬ 
can huts in remote villages or in Bhu¬ 
tan. to have the same hypnagogic state 
tiream. The same lucid dreams, or 
tenipoiJil lobe illusions however liag- 
menteii. 'There is absoluiel) lu) logic 
in these gramliose theories. 
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('('ilif.ti\ (d uIkiI sdine people li;i\e 
l-'een (elliiiy lUM'OKA ;mhI othei C’on- 
t’eieiices up ami ilt)\\n llie eoimlry. 1 
tiin ami aKva\s have been, a inosi 
eaieful UI'O imesii^ialdr. lakiiii! eopi- 
diis (Idles mid inethdilically daleel 
Note books at the time. From 
onwards I have registered with police 
stations and county libraries. Hence 
hundreds, possibly over a thousand 
and more UFO witnesses, abdiictees. 
repeaters have come to me. Most I 
have counselled and helped over a pe¬ 
riod of years. 

Yes. my colleagues Alan Hilton and 
latterly Nick (larvey w'ho are prof'es- 
siomil hypnotists have helped people 
o\er the years with me. Very lew 
wanted to be hypnotiseii. but if they 
did, the Service was there free lor 
them. It iloesn't imitler a jot what a 
LIFO in\estigator makes afterwards of 
information receivetl through hypno¬ 
sis. m comparison to the relief :i Vic¬ 
tim may gel through this meilium. If 
they come to you the UF'O iiucstiga- 
lor for help, because there is no oik* 
else to turn to. you are letting them 
down if you impose your views t>f dis¬ 
belief in the FTH upon them, if they 
have really had an abduction experi¬ 
ence. believe me. people know posi- 
ii\’ely it is an experience extern.il to 
them: tmd who are you to say they 
haven't, ami aibance these theories 
which upset them still more. 

It is a great pity people like Kale Tay¬ 
lor. Susan lilackmore and others ha\e 
not had this alxiuction experience 
themselves., as unfortunately they 
write or speak on radio etc, intelli¬ 
gently and seemingly thoughtfully. 


and are hindering 1-7111 research. I see 
a ihreatl of common .sense logic lack¬ 
ing from all this psueelo-intellectual 
stuff. 

I starleil/ investigating IIF'OS for my¬ 
self IVom the time I joined Blh-ORA 
in l^)6.‘s. It was not till Hrinslev. the 
Fiarl of Clancarty asked me to Join ami 
investigate for his newly formed Con¬ 
tact International LIK (19^7) that a 
couple of years later I starietl offi¬ 
cially to investigate for them. In Oc¬ 
tober IW3 together with Gary Rowe I 
foumieii the Welsh Federation of In- 
ilepemlent LIfologists, All bar one of 
our coorilinators and investigators be¬ 
lieve in the ITTH. Nick Garvey is a 
WIRI member and until recently 
when he moved to '^'orkshire our resi¬ 
dent hypnotist. 

It will be of interest to HIM-ORA 
readers that ia September iWS Nick 
and his daughters were motoring 
along the A5 by Oswestry, when his 
daughter first noticed a circle forming 
in a corn field to the left of them. 
This was in broad daylight m the af¬ 
ternoon. She exclaimed and they 
si" i down, then sioppeil to watch 
in a.iia/.emenl as a perfect large circle 
was forming. They lookeil to sec if 
there was anything above making this, 
but there was absolutely nothing to ac¬ 
count for it. Here is Nick's article on 
Hypnosis. 

I sincerely hope you will publish both 
in lUlFORA BULLI.FH'IN both topi¬ 
cal views BlIFORA members are de¬ 
bating. 

from Margaret-Hllen Fry 
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HYPNOSIS 
Walking a Tightrope 
over a Minefield 

NICK CiARVI-Y 

'riial's one way of ilescribine ihe role 
ol a liypnoilicrapi.sl workine in abduc¬ 
tion iiuesligiiiion. How dt) I know'.’ 
lAe done it. 

1 am in\c)l\ed in Dowsing and Heal¬ 
ing and .someiime.s, albeit rarely, u.se 
hypnosis with abductees. I would re¬ 
fer to myself as a ilow'sing heiiler but 
in Ihe pa.si, have may been called ‘a 
i)uack’, witch doctor"dabbier’ ami ac¬ 
cused of using *a U)ol of the Dex il'. 1 
really do not care as I have been in- 
volveil in the field for over tw'cniy 
years and know what I can do. People 
come to me when all else lails. when 
they have travelled the ‘iraiiilioniir 
route to no a\'ail. When the case is 
hopeless they come to me- aiul I htive 
a lairly high success rtite. 

I first beciime interested in the 
'alteriuitive' tipproach when I attended 
a Hypnotic Research Society meeting 
iind found it absolutely fascinating. I 
needeil it) know more ami so, t)\er the 
course of two years I trained as a hyp¬ 
notherapist and over the next tweniy- 
odil years have carrieii on learning. 
How 1 became invoKeil with dtiwsing. 
etc. IS interesting but this is not the 
place to go into it. 

Hypnosis - the “nuts and bt)||s" of 
which can be learnt in a ilay - is the 
induction of tin altered slate of aware¬ 
ness. It is merely a tool which can. 
like an> tool, be uscil either propcil) 


or improperly. .Xnyonc can pick up a 
chisel iiml knock chunks out of a |)iece 
of w<H)d. but ver> few can cut a neat, 
clean mortice. /\ groumling in h)pno- 
llierapy will take several years ol liaitl 
study ami. as I've mentioneil. you 
never stop learning. 

I'he u.se of regression m aluluction in¬ 
vestigation is not a parlour game' and 
MUST NliVIiR be irealeil as such. 
Nor is it a form of entertainment lor 
interested parties. 1 would only ever 
use it with a person who has problems 
which may be abiluction related. My 
early research led me to believe that 
there are situations in hjpnosis where 
the subject may subconsciously access 
information from the memory of 
someone present. In fact. Russian re¬ 
searchers came to a similar conclusion 
when investigating telepathy. Add to 
this that the mimi cannot differeniitite. 
in memory ter.n:.. between ami vividly 
imagined one and the waters start to 
get nuuldy. 

In my early days life was relatively 
simple. Abduction had not hit the 
headlines and in I'aci few of the gen¬ 
eral public hiid even lieard of it. How¬ 
ever, the few people one did come 
across recounted, in therapy, alarm¬ 
ingly simihir .scenarios. Now, it seems 
Ihtit everyone has seen films and/or 
television programmes and read a 
book or two on the subject and is quite 
well versed in a typical slorv. flic 
practitioner has also absorbeil more 
and more information, fhe minefield 
has now been laid. 

l et us now throw in recovereil mem¬ 
ory' for good measure. Yes. some 
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piiiciilii'iicrs lia\c. hy their iiiiesiion 
Inriiuil. pul siijigeslions into llic ininil 
of their hvpiiotiseil elieiils. Some 
aiiuilciirs ha\e iloiie this through ijiiio- 
raiiee ami haJ tlierapeiitic praeliee. 
IIouc\er. I helies'C that suinc inis- 
giiideil souls have tiiis-useil hypnosis 
to serve llicir own ends. Tltis has leail 
to manv C'luirl eases in the United 
Stales and to sonic Bodies - like the 
Royal ('ollcye til' Psychiatrists- virtu¬ 
ally hanniiii: the use of regression 
therapy. Have you noticed that psy¬ 
chiatrists are often included in the 
Ld'O foiuin aiui have been since the 
early days.’ It seems that many televi¬ 
sion programmes touching on UT'C) 
phenomena have one on their panel. 
There are those \vln> might see a 
■plot” in this. Link psychiatrists with 
UL'Os in the public mind and then 
anyone who sees a Ul-O may either 
leel for themselves, or be consiilered 
Ity others, to be in need of psychiatric 
help. 

However. I tilways remember listen¬ 
ing to a group of eminent psychiiitrists 
iliscussing liCT (Ldeclric Sliock Tretit- 
ment to us ordinary morltils). They all 
argued most forcefully for the riglit to 
pass a range of electrical currents, via 
electrodes attached to the heail. 
through the brains of selected patients, 
They wanted to continue to be al¬ 
lowed to do this even without con¬ 
sent.and even it the patient sliould be 
begging ami screaming for mercy and 
for the course ot treatment tti end. 
riiey ilid admit that .some cc|uipment 
used was out of dale and badly cali¬ 
brated and was often operated by un¬ 
trained atui unsupervised junior doc- 
tiirs ■ but "so what?" vScience cannot 


be thwarted because a few patients 
have been badly burned or luid thcii 
hair singed hv poor ailministralion - 
it's still a wonderful form of Ireal- 
meni! l^o not ask lor wiumi. I hey 
know best, so perhaps it is just as well 
that their professional body has lim¬ 
ited their activities in an area uhich 
could affect abductees. I can't help 
wondering who is in more danger, an 
abductec at the hamis of an alien or a 
patient at tlie mercy of an l£T-lo\'ing 
psychiatrist. 

I Jim often asked if abductees have, in 
fact, been abducted. My answer. "I lio 
not care" is often misunderstood. If 
someone is referred to me and feels or 
believes that they have been abducted 
anil this is adversely affecting their 
well being. 1 try to help. My first 
thought is not the reality or otherwise 
of the experience but how to alleviate 
any problems. 

If you ever consider consulting a hyp¬ 
notherapist. please bear a few things 
in mind. Always check out the cre¬ 
dentials of any therapist and ask a few 
iiuesiions about the training they have 
undertaken. I'ind out which profes¬ 
sional body they belong to and ask 
about any experience of dealing with 
others who share your problem. I'i- 
nally do not call me!! if you are read¬ 
ing this you are highly unlikely to be a 
suitable candidate for hypnotic regres¬ 
sion and 1 have more than enough 
tightropes and minefields already. 

l-iDi rOR.S COMMENT 

Thank you Margaret for your letter 
and permission to reproduce Nick's 
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article. In the interests dI' hiilanee. 1 
iini re|mKliieing an article Sieuarl 
Campbell wrote some years ago for 
iJlII'X^RA's maga/iiie J'l'AP. I am not 
sure if StetiLiil or any ol the pettple he 
mentions liave modified their views 
over the years, but it serves to illus¬ 
trate some of the potential dangers in 
relying on hypiuisis. 

Whilst some people may object to the 
original case made by Kate Taylor 
that Lll-0 abduction reports may be 
related, in at least some cases, to hyp- 
nogogia, it has to be said that there is 
a growing body of scientific evidence 
that this might be correct. 

Witnesses may feel some relict from 
their experienees after uiulergoing 
hypnosis, that is therapy rather than 
research. Organisations sucli as liU- 
I-ORA are not t|ualitied to offer ther¬ 
apy to people, thiit must be left to 
(.]Lialified professionals. 

People point tail that in some ca.ses 
the police have used hypnosis to ob¬ 
tain intdrmation about «i ciime. How¬ 
ever, because of its unreliability any 
ilata has to he verifieil independantly. 
In UP'O ca.ses there is no way of veri¬ 
fying the accuracy of any information. 
IT might be good, on the othei hand it 
might be totally bogus. 

In many cases hypnosis may do no 
long teiin harm. lUii it is the few bail 
cases that are important. We have no 
right to mess up peojde's lives. In the 
UK we banned people using hanilguns 
for sport not because of the responsi¬ 
ble majority but because of a couple 
of serious irresponsible acts. 


This article was originally published 
in BUI'ORA Journal of I'ransienl Ae¬ 
rial Phenomena |■)p52-.^^ Volume 2 
No. 3. July 1982. 

HYPNOTIC TAN TASIIi.S 

STUART CAMPBIdd. 

TALUS OF UFO liNCOUN'IFiRS 
TOLD UNDER HYPNOSIS PRO- 
LlFHRATIi. AND IT IS IMPOR¬ 
TANT NOW WHA'T rhliancf: 
CAN BE PUT IN THF; HYl'NOTIC 
TIiCHNIQUE. WORK IN THE USA 
SHOWS THAT BOTH FANTASY 
AND FABRICA'TION STRONG!.Y 
INFLUENCE THE STORY 
TOLD BY HYPN0TI/.F;D SUB¬ 
JECTS AND THA T NOT EVEN l-X- 

per'ts can ti.-li. fact from 

FICTION. C.RI-AT care IS 
NHHDIiD IN 0RDF;K NOT TO IN¬ 
FLUENCE the: SUtiJFX' I' AND 'TO 
CAUSE HIM TO ■TFil.L A .STORY 
THAT THE HYPNOTIST WANTS 

TO hf;ar. some; procedural 

RULES ARE N0'TF;D. AND THE 
OPINION OF' AN F:XP!:RT THAT 
HYPNOTIC RECALL SHOULD 
NOT BE USED IN SO-CALLED 
UFO ABDUCTION CASES. 

At the 1982 BUF'ORA Conference m 
lAlinburgh. Harry Harris introiluced a 
woman who claimeil to liave encoun¬ 
tered iiliens (associated with a space¬ 
craft). Her account derived partly 
liom allegeil memories 'recalleiP un- 
iler subsei|uent hvpnosis. anil Harris 
believed that these 'memories’ were 
genuine. During discussion, it 
emerged that he had not heanl of ihe 
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[.iiwson cxpcriineni in America, anil 
Jenny Randles ihuibted ihe relexanee 
i)l the cxperiiiieni It) I'l'X) eases, 

J'liis inatier is nl' emisiderahle iinpor- 
lanee in iilbiogy. Il is impoilani lo 
know wclhcr or not we can trust hyp¬ 
nosis, Already I have claimed that the 
accoiml ot the Janos People is de¬ 
rived. not from real events, but (Vom a 
fantasy which evolved under hypno¬ 
sis, (I) 

In May 1977. the UI'O tnin'cnient’s 
growing reliance on hypnosis to sup¬ 
port tales of LIl-O abductions was 
shaken by a paper publislied by Alvin 
H Lawson, a Pridessor of finglish at 
C'alifornia .Stale University. I.ong 
Beach. (2) Kc reported on an experi¬ 
ment in which itnaginary UP'O abduc¬ 
tions were induced hvpiK’tieally in a 
group of sulijects who were then i}ues- 
lioncil about their experience. The 
hypnosis was administered by Wil¬ 
liam C McCall, an Ml) W'ilh clinical 
experience in its use. Writer John IX'- 
Herrera was also associated with the 
experiment. 

Lawson repm'ted that not only were 
the subjects able to improvise answers 
about what had happened to them 
aboard the itnaginary flying saucer, 
but their stories showed no substan¬ 
tive differences tVom tales in the LIFT) 
literature by persons wht) claimed lo 
have actually experienced an abduc¬ 
tion. This piinnpted l.awson to ob¬ 
serve. "The implications of the stuily 
for future hypnotic regression of 
Close lincounler cases and for abduc¬ 
tion cases now deemed of llie highest 


eredibililv. are unclear at this time '. 

The conlroveisy that then erupted was 
reviewed by Philip .1 Klass (3). James A 
Harder ol the Lhiiversity of California at 
Berkeley (engineer) claimed that Law- 
sons paper might lead naive readers to 
think that there is a strong case that all 
UI'O abiluction reports are imaginary, 
and critici/ed Lawson for failing to 
point out that while Veal' abduclecs 
were convinced that their experiences 
were real, 'imaginary' abductees were 
not so convinced. 

Lawson offereil a revised paper on the 
same experiment at the August 1978 
meeting of the American Psychological 
Association. He stuck by his original re¬ 
port that there were 'no substantive (sic) 
differences' in the accounts given by 
'real'and 'imaginary'abductees. But he 
adiled that despite the many similari¬ 
ties. there are crucial differences - such 
as alleged physical effects and multiple 
witnesses - which argue that UP'O ab- 
iluciions arc separate and distinct from 
i m a g i n a r y and h a 11 u c i n a t o r y 
‘experiences'. However, l.awson also 
warned that. ’"One should be cautious 
about the results from hypnotic regres¬ 
sion in UFO case investigations ... A 
witness can lie. or believe his (nvn lies, 
and thus invalidate any investigation. A 
more common result may be that hyp¬ 
notized witnesses subtly confuse then 
own fantasies with reality -w'itliout ei¬ 
ther the witness or the hypnotist being 
aware of what is happening." 

Martin F' Orne. past President of the In¬ 
ternational .Society of Hypnosis ami Di- 
rccti'i' of the Institute of Pennsylvania 
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Hiispilals Liiiil for cxpcriiiieiiUil psy- 
chialiy, is an interiialionally rccDii- 
ni/etl auiinniiy on hypnosis. He has 
eomplelely tleniolisiieJ ihe basic 
premises upon uliich some iil'oloyisis 
(e.g. HaiJer atul Sprinkle) lia\e ojk'i- 
aied in using hypnosis in an elTori to 
substantiate tales ol' LH-'O abduclions. 
(4) While he did not discuss the mis¬ 
use of hypnosis in Ub'O cases, it is ob¬ 
vious that his warnings ami recom¬ 
mended safeguards apply to ufology 
as well as to forensic science. 

Orne cited experiments showing that 
' ll is possible for tin indixnlnal to 
feign hypnosis and deceive even 
highly experienced liypnotists ... biii- 
tiier. it is possible I'or even ileeply 
hypnoii/ed subjects to willfully lie!" 
He warned that psycliologists and psy¬ 
chiatrists are not particularly iidept at 
recognizing deception, aiul that the 
average iioiei manager is considerably 
more adept. Relatively few of those 
wlu) aie experienced in the use ol' 
hypnosis have been trained to become 
adept at recognizing manipulatii>n and 
deception. "Consec|uently. tliey have 
little experience or concern about be¬ 
ing deceived or used". 

Orne cautioner! that "Hypnotic sug¬ 
gestions to relive a past event, particu- 
iarly when accom|xinieil by t|uestions 
about siiecific details, puts pressure on 
the subject to proviile informtuitin for 
which few. if any. actual memories 
are available. 'I'liis .situation may jog 
(he subject's memory ami [iroiluce 
some increaseil recall but it will also 
cause him to till in ileiails that are 
pkiusible but consist of memories or 


lantasies trom other times!!'" He 
added. "It is extremely difficult to 
know which aspects of hypnotically 
airled recall are historically accurate 
and which aspects hii\e been confabu¬ 
lated ... There is no way ... by uhich 
anyone - even a psychologist or psy¬ 
chiatrist with extensive training iit the 
Held ol hypnosis - can tor any particu¬ 
lar piece of inlbrination iletermine 
uhether it is an aciual memory versus 
a confabulation unless there is inde¬ 
pendent verification". He cited experi¬ 
ments by others that show that "l-ree 
narrative recall will produce the high¬ 
est percenitige of accurate inftirmation 
but the lowest amount of detail. Con¬ 
versely. the more an eyeuitness is 
i|uestioned about ileitiils. the more de¬ 
tails will be obtained - but with a 
marked decrease in accuracy", 
(Examination of transcripts of hypno¬ 
sis sessions with 'abduciees' re\etiis 
that Treat pressure was applied i'ui ile- 
tails rather than allowing the subject 
to use free narrative). 

One's paper suggests that the use ol 
hypnosis by pro-Ub'O investigators 
can generate what he calls psemlo- 
memories’ which intiy enable a subject 
to tell a convincing story later when 
not under hypnosis: "Pseudo- 
memories etm ami often ilo become 
incorporated into the individuaTs 
memory store as though they had ac¬ 
tually happened ... If a witness is hyp¬ 
notized and has factual mfornuilion 
cjisually gleaned lioin newspapers or 
intidvertent contents made during 
prior interrogation or in discussion 
with others main of these bits ol 
knowlerlge will become incorporateil 
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;itKl Intfn ihc basis <'!' any psciiiid- 
inemories ihai (.ioNclop. I'uitlicrniorc. 
it llic liypnotisi has heliels abiuit what 
aL’tiialK’ (K’ciirrcd. il is exceetlingly 
ditTicult tor liiiii to prevent hinsolt' 
Iron] iiiadvertenlly guiding the sub- 
jeet's recall so that he (the subject) 
will e\’cniuallv Venicinber' wliat lie. 
the hypnotist, iielicves actually hap¬ 
pened". 

Orne noted that; "The more fre- 
qiiently the subject (describes) the 
event, ilie more firmly established the 
pseuilo-mcmory will tend to become. 
In the experimental demonstration, we 
arc dealing with an essentially trivial 
memory about uhich the subject has 
no inhereni motivations. Nevertheless 
the meiiKuy is created by a leading 
question, which, however, on casual 
ohservatimi. .seems innocuous Orne 
warns. ‘Hypnosis has not resulted in¬ 
accurate muinories but rather has 
served to iiroiluce consistent memo¬ 
ries," 

Orne suggested four important proce¬ 
dural safeguards; 

1) Hypnosis should be carried out by 
a psychiatrist or psychologist with 
special trtiiniiig in its use’. 

2) The hypnotist should not be in¬ 
formed about the facts of the case ver¬ 
bally; rather he should receive a writ¬ 
ten memorandum outlineing whatever 
facts he is to know, carefully avoiding 
any other communication which might 
affect his iipinion .. It is extremely 
undesirable to have the individual 
conducting (he hypnotic .sessions to 


have an\ involemcnl in the investiga¬ 
tion of the case’. 

'All contact cd' the psychiatric or 
psychologist with the iiulividuai to be 
hypnoti/.ed should be videotaped from 
the moment they meet until the entire 
interaction is completed. The casual 
comments which are passed before or 
after hypnosis are every bit as impor¬ 
tant to get on tape as the hypnotic ses¬ 
sion itself. (It is possible to give sug¬ 
gestions prior to (he induction of hyp¬ 
nosis (hat will act as post-hypnotic 
suggestions). Orne also lecommended 
that tape recordings of piior interroga¬ 
tions be made "because the interac¬ 
tions which have preceried the hyp¬ 
notic session may well have a pro- 
fouiul effect on the sessions them¬ 
selves". He cautioned (hat a subject 
may unwittingly have been given 
clues to certain information "which 
might (hen be reported for a|ipaiemly 
(he first time by the witness during 
hypnosis". 

4) "Nobody other than (he psychiatrist 
or psychologist and the individual to 
be hypnotized should be present in the 
room before and during the hypnotic 
session. I'his is important because it is 
all too easy for ob.scrvers to inadver¬ 
tently comimmicaie to the subject 
what (hey expect, what they are star¬ 
tled by. or what they are liisappointcd 
by". 

riic Hditor of The Skeptical Inc|uirer 
asked a noted hypnosis expert. Firnest 
R Hilgard (Professor Emeritus of Psy¬ 
chology at Stanford llniversity. a 
former presiilent of the International 
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Society ol' Hypnosis aiut a member ol' 
the National Actalemy of Science), to 
comment on the use of hypnosis 
m UI''0 abtiLictiiin cases. Hil^arei 
wrote, "'rhe use of liypnoiic recall as 
evidence m LH-'O abduction cases is an 
abuse of hypnosis. It is an tihuse, 
(irst. because of the role lluil fanltisy 
plays for all hypiu)lically responsive 
subjects aiui. secoiul. because abun¬ 
dant evidence exists that fabrication 
can take place under hypnosis. For ex¬ 
ample, Liniler hypnosis 1 implanle(.l in 
a subject a false meiiu)ry of an experi¬ 
ence connecteil with a bank robbery 
that never occurred, iinil the person 
Idund the experience so vivid ilitii he 
was able to select from a series of 
photogiaphs a picture ol the man he 
thought had robbed the bank. At an¬ 
other time. 1 delibei'iitely assigned 
two concurrent - though spiitially very 
Ltifferent - life experiences to the 
stime iKMson aiul regressed him at 
separate times to that dale. He gave 
very accurate accounts of both experi¬ 
ences, so that a believer in reincarna¬ 
tion. reviewing the iwii accounts, 
would have suspected that the man 
retilly had lived the two assigned 
lives, 'riiese particular examples have 
not been published, but many similar 
accounts have been. F’or example, it 
has been shown experimentally llial, 
while acting the 

pint of a spy. a subject can hold ii 
'cover' when posing its a citizen of ;in- 
other luition iinil in ;in occupiilion not 
his own. Under hypnosis, the person 
iloes not give himseK tiwiiy. (5) 'I'he 
fide of fanliisy in hypnosis luis been 
iimply documented by .losephme R 
Hileiii'il". (b)(7) 


Ri:i-liRHNCF:S 

(1) 'A Fanliisy ol the I-oui th Kiiul'in 
Ul-() Insight, Vol 2/2. April IdHI. pp 
16-20 

(2) "Wliiit ciin we learn from liypnosis 
of imaginary abducieee'.'' (publication 
not known). See also 'Hypnosis of 
imaginary UF'O abdiictees* in IJRIAR- 
UFO Phenomena International Annual 
Review', 1979 Vol III. 

(.^) 'Hypnosis iind IJI-O Abductions' in 
The Skeptical liuiuirer Vol V/.1. 
Spring I9SI ppl6-24 

(4) 'I'he U.se iind Misuse of Hypnosis 
in Court' in Inlernationiil Journal ol 
Clinical iind lixpei imenliil Hypnosis. 
October 1979. 

(.*>) Orne, M T (1971) The poieniial 
Uses of Hypnosis in InierrogiUionI in 
A I) Biderman iind H Zimmer (eds ). 
The Manipulation of Human Behiiv- 
iour. New York, Wiley. 

(6) Hilgiird. J R (1979) I’ersoiiiilily 
iind Hypnosis:A Stuily of Imaginative 
Involvement. 2ihI eik. Chiciigo, Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago Press 

(7) 'Hypnosis gives rise to lantiisy iind 
is not a iriitli serum I in I’he Skepticiil 
liu]uiier. Viil V/3. Spring 19X1. p 2.^. 
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AGM PAPERS 

Mhiules of the 24"' Aiinii;il (IciutiiI 
Mcetiiit! <»r nuPorii Ltd., hold in the 
lecture thejitre of the llniAersitv of 
\Vestinin.stcr, Miirylebone Road, 
London. NWI on Saturday Id"' 
April 

The meeting opened at 14.121irs with 
16 members present. Apologies Idr 
absence were received from Jim 
Danhy, Robin landsey. Gloria Dixon 
and Robert Hull. 

1. The notice convening the meeting 
was read by Steve Gamble. The 
secretary. Arimld West confirmed 
no proxy votes had been recci\ ed. 

2. rite minutes of the previous 
AGM were circulated and there 
were no matters arising. These 
were proposed as an accurate re¬ 
cord by John Spencer. Seconded 
by Chris Miller and unanimously 
accepted by the members present. 

riiere was no President's address. 
The Chairman explained that 
sadly, there were a number of 
deaths to report. Firstly, that our 
tdrmer President Patrick Wall had 
tlied during the last year. I'his 
meant that the post was presently 
untilled. Ralph Noyes had also 
died during the year and was well 
known to many, particularly for 
his role at the ministry of defence. 
Manfreil ('assirer represented Hu- 
fora at an SPR metinirial service 
in his honour. 


4. The Chairman's report had been 
previously circulated. Parlieular 
attention was drawn to progress 
on our new web site. A new Inter¬ 
net Service pro\'ider (Oakiree) 
had been selected. .Steve Gamble. 
Phil Walton and Richard Conway 
were maintaining the site. It was 
noted that the Bufora Bulletin had 
appeared regularly and on lime 
having been free of the previous 
problems. Bob Digby pointed out 
that the problems with the web 
site had been bought about by the 
sudden closure of the previous 
web site by EPINLT ahead of 
what had been agreed. Whereas it 
had been free, the company had 
sought to impose commercial 
business type tariffs that vve could 
not afforil. 'I'he rates now paid to 
Oaktree were very reasonable. In 
addition. Bob pointed out that the 
previous site had been deliber¬ 
ately targeted with Pcunograpliy 
and other tiietnbers had con- 
ilucted abusive dialogues, con¬ 
trary to the spirit of having a 
members forum. The culprits had 
all. sadly, been identified as 
metiibers of Bufora who had 
since left. The council would not 
readmit Ihetti !(' membership in 
the future. Boh luid identified six 
aliases for the member who 
posted pornography and offensive 
cotnmenls. Chris Miller asked if 
more could be done to attract new 
members. Ideas pul forwaril in¬ 
cluded using the World Wide 
Web. Advertising. Leallcts etc. 
Bob Digby commented that Ad¬ 
vertising expenses had proven to 
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he money noi well spem mui he 
had snipped it because il ex¬ 
ceeded the oriyinal directive to 
Mike Woutien. Uf-OCall conlin- 
Lied to eenerale income hir us bin 
had not been greatly allecieLl by 
the cessation of its advertising. 
On publications. Bob pointed out 
that we simply could not afford 
the A4 tormal LII’O Times anil 
(hat the Bufora Buileim now ap¬ 
peared regularly and to budget, 
wliich was a big improvement on 
the previous situation. Comment 
was received that members did 
not want us to compete with 
bookstand publications and that 
regular news was the real issue. 
Kate 'I'aylor asked if there could 
be more regional meetings for 
those not living so clo.se to Lon¬ 
don. 

."5. Bob Digby presented the I'reas- 
urer's report and Accounts to the 
meeting and explained that the le¬ 
gal format of the Accounts lodged 
at Companies Mouse was diffei- 
eni to the way he was presenting 
them to the meeting. 'I his was for 
clarity and to spend more time tin 
what we spent money on com¬ 
pared to actual income within the 
year. The Current registered Ac¬ 
counts were also circulated. Much 
of the Accounts liad been simpli- 
lied anil Bob hail droppeil the 
category of Re.search and Investi¬ 
gations. This was because it had 
attracted unfair criticism as a ba¬ 
rometer ol vi'ork being ilone b\ 
the Association m these areas. 
Ilouever . the realit\ was that il 
the real cost t)f ellori eoulil be 


capiureil. then ii woulil be more 
like OIK - £30K. Mr. Hendon 
commented that a lot of time 
coLilil he wasieil trying to catego¬ 
rise expenditure when what mat- 
teied was controlling costs in the 
Hist place.The meeting was asked 
to approve the Accounts and the 
appointment of Nick O'Brien as 
auditor and the Treasurer given 
leave to Hx his remuneration. 
Proposed John Spencer and Sec¬ 
onded by Brian James with unani¬ 
mous acceptance. 

b. Steve Gamble presented the Di- 
lector ol Re.search Report and 
clarilied that this was his outgo¬ 
ing report on the basis of John 
Spencer now taking o\er the role, 
Steve slated that he would be 
continuing as Chairman but 
would retain an interest in Re¬ 
search matters. He thanked all 
who had assisteil the ileparimenl. 
I.ionel Beer askcil il Jenny 
Raiulles still helil files from the 
Great British Casebook project 
and Steve said this was still the 
situation. Lionel tilso askeil about 
new initiatives anil John Spencer 
slated he inlended that work 
would be done to re\'iew Hypno¬ 
sis and Memory retrieval to find 
alternatives. 

7. Gloria Dixon was not present to 
give her Investigations report. 
Steve Gamble stated that she had 
resigned the previous ueek over 
the Max Burns lecture coniro- 
\ersy, I he meeting unanimousi) 
asked council to make e\et\ ef¬ 
fort to get her back into the role. 

S. I he publications report was cir- 


lUilhun 


Page 21 




ciilaiccl. Kate 'laslor hail some 
crilieism ol the reailabilily ol' the 
Ikillctin blit strcssei! that the 
reyiilar coiiiael was important. 
Other issues hail been ilcall with 
iiniler the ClKiirman’s report anil 
'rreasurer’s report. 

9. Adoption of the Reports was pro¬ 
posed by John Spencer and Sec¬ 
onded by Mrs Sweeney with 
unaniminis acceptance, 

10. The appointment ol the auditor 
was previously dealt with during 
(he Treasurer's report. 

11. Appointment of Council mem¬ 
bers - Rob Digby introduced 
Steve Ciamblc. Robin l.inilscy 
and John Spencer as candidates 
tor re-election. This was proposed 
by I.ionel Beer. Seconded by 
Chris Miller and unanimously ac¬ 
cepted, Malcolm Robinson itUro- 
diicci! himseIC and his role as lec¬ 
ture programme oigauiser and 
publicist, Proposed by Chris 
Miller and Seconded by Mike 
I.ewis and also unanimously tic- 
ceplcd. 

12. A-O-B John Spencer thanked 
those present for taking the trou¬ 
ble to attend and pointed out that 
for the second year running, non 
of those w'ho criticised the efforts 
of council bothered to come to 
the ACiM which rather showed it 
up to be posturing rather than se¬ 
rious concern for the meeting to 
address, 

l ,V Close ■ I he meeting was closed 
at lb..'^(lhrs by Steve (iamble, 


CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
FOR THE 

PERIOD ENDED 3r' 
AUGUST 1999 

I'he past two or three years have been 
dilTicult for [iUIORA. but as I indi¬ 
cated in my previous report I believe 
that we have turned the corner. The 
organisation and structure of the or¬ 
ganisation arc now more stable. Due 
in no small part to the efforts of the 
members and the Council we are now 
on a sound financial looting. I should 
particularly acknowledge the efforts 
of our office manager Arnold West 
and rreasurer Bob Digby for their ef¬ 
forts in controlling and structuring 
costs. 

linfortunalely. the interest in the para¬ 
normal and UI'Os in particular seems 
to continue at a low le\el. However, 
when the upturn in interest comes 
about BUbORA will be in a better po¬ 
sition to handle it. 1 must also make 
mention of the work of Richard Con¬ 
way. Jay Toring and Bob Shrewsbury 
in redesigning our website and Mal¬ 
colm Robinson who has taken over 
the organisation of the London Lec¬ 
ture season. Unfortunately, the cur¬ 
rent level of interest means that fre- 
t|uenlly audience numbers remain low 
despite high quality speakers. In the 
next year I liope that all members will 
put their efforts into recruiting new 
members and encouraging friends and 
colleagues to support the lecture ses¬ 
sions. 

Throughoul the year we have been 
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able lo issue [lie BLil'ORA Bulleiin on 
a legular basis, 'riianks nuisi eo to all 
llie eoniiibiitors aikl to Robert Moore 
who etlited it between September and 
May. Particular thanks need to go to 
ArnokI West, who supported by his 
daughter Avril handled both the pro- 
tluction and liistribulion of the Bulle¬ 
tin effieieiuly and played a large part 
in getting it out on lime. 

Note should also be made of the con¬ 
tinuing efforts of our Research and In¬ 
vestigation teams, (lloria Dixon has 
conlinueil as our Director of Investi¬ 
gations. This is an onerous job, a hit 
like painting the P'orth rail bridge, a 
task that seems never eiuling and our 
thanks shoukl go to (iloria. John 
Spencer has taken on the role of Di¬ 
rector of Re.search and. together with 
Gloria, has undertaken a major review 
of our Research and Investigation ac¬ 
tivities. Having done both these jobs 
myself in the past. I know just how 
much they ciin each lake and I think 
we shoukl extend the thanks ol the 
Association to both John and (iloria. 

I Joined BUb'ORA in 1971 anti the 
Council m 1977. (fver the years since 
then I have made many gootl frieiuls 
in the Association. One of the first 
people I, and many other members, 
got to know was Arnold West. Hav¬ 
ing known ArnokI for about 2S yetirs 
as both colleague anti friend, it came 
as a great shock lo me lo hear of his 
sudtien death at the beginning ol De¬ 
cember 1999, ArnokI hail ser\etl BLI- 
l-'ORA in many capacities over the 
years, intleetl it is difticull to think of 
ii Job that ArnokI tluin't do. He hatl 


been editor, publications manager, ot- 
fice manager, vice-chairman, chair¬ 
man and vice-president - to mention 
just a few. I'wo other long term col¬ 
leagues and frienils also died within 
the period of this report. (Jrahani 
Knewstub had been the first I^resideni 
of BLIp'ORA and was a Vice- 
Presiilent for a number of years. De¬ 
spite atlvancing years. Graham at- 
tendetl meetings and conferences as 
much as he couki anti w'as always 
happy to di.sciiss his latest wtirk with 
people. Wilf Grunau had been treas¬ 
urer of BUl-ORA for several years. 
Although he lived in the U.SA for the 
last few' years he always made a point 
of visiting BUP'ORA when in the UK. 
They will all be sorely missetl. 

I’his will he my last annual reptni as 
Chairmiin. As most of you will know, 
when I was a>ketl to take btick the 
ClKiirinan's |oh I tlitl so on the ba.sis 
that this woukl be idr a maximum of 
three years. Now the major problems 
which laced BUl-ORA at that time 
have been overcome I have tiecitletl lo 
step down early so that I may pursue 
oilier interests. I woukl like lo thank 
all the colletigues who liave helped 
iintl supportetl BUI-'ORA and me tiur- 
ing my time as Chairman. 1 hope that 
both BUl-ORA and the Council can 
count on your continued support into 
the new' millennium. 


HfU'dH.S Hi,Helm 
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Director of Ueseiirch Report 

Since liikine o\er as DirccH'r ol Re- 
search I im laiHlem with (lloria Dixon 
in the Invesiijiaiions Dept) liave been 
coneenlrating on trying to huiki a 
workl-wiiie coiiiiminity of researchers 
ciMitrihiiting to major lll-O-relaieil 
questions of toJay. I menlioncil lliis at 
the last ACjM. and the proposals got 
the A(]M’s approval. It also had the 
apiiroval of the IlUFORA Research 

(lI'OUp, 

However I can only say that the Pri'- 
jects have not been contributed to by 
anything like the number of contribu¬ 
tors around the world that i wouki 
have hoped. Se\eral prominent LII'O 
researchers in the UK have also sig¬ 
nalled their appreciation' or 'support' 
for the projects, or iiulicated that they 
believe them to be goixl ideas, but in 
the end they have not put in any ef¬ 
fort. which IS regrettable. Several peo¬ 
ple who had shouted louilest about the 
use of hypnosis, for example, eventu¬ 
ally contributeii nothing when gj\cn 
the opportunity to do so. 

I believe that these attempts to enrol 
the energy of otliers should therefore 
be put on the back-burner in favour of 
the lUII-ORA research group going it 
:ilone. I envi.sage a number of groups 
of small numbers - perhaps just three 
or four people ■ working on a topic 
and then publishing their views. I 
hope that might trigger some wider- 
spreai! involvement hut I am no longer 
so optimistic abiHit that. We will 
though, as in the case of such as tlie 
BUFORA Vehicle Inlerlerence Re¬ 
port. be [miting xaluable uork into the 


public ilomain. Such projects will in¬ 
clude the Hvpnosis Project, (an essen¬ 
tial review that must be assembled); 
the Pilots Project. Astronaut siglitings; 
anil an updated Vehicle Interference 
Report which Cleoff Falla (the original 
author) has \'olunteered to work on. 
'I herc arc manv other projects under¬ 
way. 

I am therefore very optimistic about 
the future of our research, and hapiiy 
with the internal efforts of BUF'ORA. 
I am sorry to be somewdiat gloomier 
about the wider view in the UK and 
abroad, but I am sure that that too will 
come around In future years. 

.lohn Spencer 
Director of Researcli 


UFOCALL 

0891-121886 

- For the latest - 

• UFO Headlines. 

• Reports & Research news. 

• National & Regional Events 
• and much more. 

Dial UFOCALL! 

Edited and presented by 
Jenny Randles 

UFOCALL 

0891-121886 

JUST DIAL AND LISTEN! 

BT Premium Rate call charges apply 
(currently 50p per minute). 
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Please quote list number when ordering/* 

iH'jMfl t'.fSPAI'H 5T,- O! l-e -4><! tiy 

Ain niAiiwi i-i-irj •/■i/p ifiA.’ ,3? y.s.,. Tel' 01G1 979 314B 

POPi)l /I ff PAPf RBACKS (a selection Iroin over 350 UFO titles in stock) ’Bargain price! 

ALll.N BASE by Timothy Rood. 1999 cm 16 col.piateo+16 b/w.plafcs.Index. 573 pages. £7,90 
AI.IF..N [)AWN by Colin Wilson 1999 "Tiw Contact experience" 8 plates, masi 398 pages. £7.70 
ALIEN LIAISON by Timothy Good. 199? edn. Excellent. 12 plates. Index. 258 pages. £6,50 
AllEN UPDA1E ed. by Timothy Good. 1993 12 authors, 8 plates. Index. 300 pages. £6.50 

ALIEN IMPACT by Michael Craft. 1996. UFOs, aliens, gods, cryptozoology, cover-ups. Index. 338 pages. £6.60 
AMAZING UFOS ANO ALIENS by Rupert Matthews. 1988. Single page stories for children, 126 pages. ’£1.80 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 1T1E FOURTH KIND ed.by C.Bryan. 1995. MIT conf. v«»y good value. 496 pages. *£4.00 
COSMIC TOP SECRETT by ,lon King. 1998. iwiirx ei iiro nrxirrv) IFO conspiracy A gov't, stuff. 475 pages. £7.80 
A COVERT AGENDA by Nicholas Rodfcrn. 1998 »<»i P.B.O. records examinod.8 plates.lndex. 364 pages. £7.70 
The FBI FILES by Nick Redforn. 1999 «». 8 plates. Research into FBI data gathering. Index. 360 pages £7.60 
The DAY ARFR ROSWELL by Philip Corso. 1997. Alien technology claim. 8 piatas. Apendices. 375 pages. £7.60 
EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS AMONG US by George Andrews. 1906. Popular isii s rep rint, iltusfd. 348 pages. £4.60 
FROM OUT OF THE BLUE by Jenny Randles. 1993 update on Rendiesham case. 7 pagn^/iiim 240 pages. ’£2.50 
OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS by Nick Pope. 1996. MoD officer challenges official line. Spits. 282 pages. ’E5.50 
PROJECT BLUE BOOK ed.by Brad Steiger. History of US.Air Force UFO projects. 32 plates. 428 pages. £5.95 
Ihe SECRET SCHOOL by Whitley Strieber. 1997. W.S's childhood encounters in the woods. 265 pages. £6.50 
TRAVELS IN DREAMLAND by Phil Patton. 1998 ><*1 History: Area 51 secret test site.16 p«»to» 382 pages. £7.70 
The TRUTH ABOUT THE UFO CRASH AT ROSWELL by K Randle/D.Schmitt. 1994. le pi>.i«s inatx. 320 pages. £6.00 
The WORLD'S GREATEST UFO MYSTERIES by Roger Boar/Nigel Blundell. 1991. Bargain. Ulus. 192 pages. *£1.55 
The WORLD'S MOST AMAZING UFO VISITS by Nigel Blundell. 1996. Best cases. Brgn. Ulus. 192 pages. *Ct.55 
IAHG£ R and QUA LITY PAPtHBA CKS (A selection from over 350 UFO titles in slock) 

ABOVE TOP SECRET by Timothy Good. World wide evidence of cover-up.Popular.16 plates.590 pages. £10.20 
AllEN IDENTITIES by Richard Thompson. 1993. Wide coverage with historical sources.Index. 505 pages. £16.55 
The ALIEN INTENT by Raymond Robinson. 1998. Wide-ranging & conspiratorial. 0 plates, irutna 256 pages. £11.00 
AIIFHCIES AND ALIENS by Albert Budden.1994.Electrlcal pollution theory recycled.Bargain. 074 pages ’£3.50 
BEYOND TOP SECRET by fimothy Good. 1996.AOOYt TOP SfCWF update. 16 photo pages 636 pages £10 20 
[.AHTR LIGHTS REVELATION by Paul Ocvereux. fi»:1989- UFO energy source.Colour plates.MK ?38 pages. ’£4.80 
ELECTRIC UFOS by Albert Budden. 1998. ’nroxiaiia, •laeiionw^tit*. wa iibnorma suiaa’ a Index. 206 pages £11 00 
EXTRATERRESTRIALS IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY by C.Cope Schellhorn. 1990. AncinM Asunuiuis.vidH. 436 pages. £12.90 
FLYING SAUCERS - SERIOUS BUSINESS by Frank Edwards. 1966 classic reprinted.Dargain. 318 pages. ’£5.25 
PEOPLE IN SPAOE by John Heinernian. 1990.Extra(errestrial archaeology.fact & fiction.lllus. 138 pages. £4.25 
The RISING OF THE MOON by Jon Downes/NIgcl Wright. 1999. -rh* OMannii* uro mwaie- Index. 248 pages. £14 50 
THEY KNEW TOO MUCH ABOUT FI YING SAUCERS by Gray Barker. 1997. lo 1957 cook 256 pages. £ 10.75 

UFO DANGER ZONE by Bob Pratt. 1996. Journalist Investigates alarming cases from Brazil. 360 pages. £12.35 
UFO ENCYCLOPEDIA by John Spencer. USA-1993. Useful source book. 40 plales.inc. 8 col. 350 pages. ’£3.00 
UFO RETRIEVALS by Jenny Randles. 1995. Good resume of crashes & artifacts. Index. Ulus. 192 pages. £6.00 
UFO REVELATION by Tim Mathews. 1999. UFOs as secret aviation Mirmosy 16 plates. Index, 256 pages. £11.00 
The UFO MYSTERY SOl.VED by Steuarl Campbell. 1994. Careful research. Sceptical, tllus. 208 pages. £13.30 
UFO QUEST by Alan Watts. 1996 rm UFOs, history, and their technology. 8 plates. Index. 190 pages. ’£3.95 
UFOS; A Report on Australian Encounters, by Keith Basterfiold. 1997 update of 1981 book. 254 pages. £9.55 
UFOS & ABDUCTIONS IN BRAZIL »y Irene Granchl. 1995. Long-time expert in Brazil. Index. 222 pages. £10.40 
UFOS OVER AFRICA by Cynthia Hind. 1997. Rare new book on African cases. Index. Ulus. 256 pages. £11 00 
UFOS PSYCHIC aOSE ENCOUNTERS by Albert Budden. I99S ftociiictf HMs •iiocu B iXMbs Itidox. 255 pAges. ’£5.90 
UFOS: ihe SCOTTISH DIMENSION by Ron Hailiday. 1997. Focuses on Scottish cases.Index. 174 pages. £10.65 
V/ITNESSED by Budd Hopkins. 1997. Linda Cortile, Brooklyn Bridge, abduclion cam. 8 plates. 408 pages. ’£3.00 
HAHUB ACKS (siz es may v ary) (See also Close Encounters List) (For full listings see "Master-List*} 

The AGE OF THE UFO .d by Peter Drookesmith. (ohi*) 1984. (tar^ «•»: wei cok»r iNuur.iiKi ndu 208 pages. £12.50 

ALIEN INVESTIGATOR by Tony Dodd. 1999. Research by ex-Police Officer. 12 plates. Index. 250 pages. £18.00 
FIRE IN THE SKY by Travis Walton. 1996. Abduction in Arizona, 5.5.75. 24 plates. (w« »z5> 374 pages. ’£7.25 
PERSPECTIVES by John Spencer 1989. Alternative abductions theory. 8 plates. Bargain! 255 pages. ’£5.50 
PIECE FOR A JIG-SAW by Leonard Cramp. 1966. UFO technology theory. Well illustrated. 388 pages. f.9.00 
SECRET LIFE by David Jacobs 199?. UFO abductions at first hand.genelic testing? Bargain. 336 pages. *£10.00 

I Al.l fNClUDF POSTAGE AHQ PACKtHU; p4tynimt w)th your o«<Jd< flrMIsh sheuid b« mads payaM to* 

llml (USA donaf chocks HI* ooly ocrcpIM It ina<hi lo ‘Groonloof MkAllons*) USA bnt% wolcomo. but chKk 

ATtrl (XM for hAndtIng lOsIstrAlktn or kiswAncvi Is ar> opTloruf oslro Ol tP &0: somohmos spoodlng (Mlvory. i'orolgn cuttoerMns 

;iro askod to a<>l in% lo tl«M vkavs 1o tixrtet ht^m poslil costs ruropoan Utwny Orders c» be a r»p off.hipl nNtOOHOtKS v wo»e p w< o > 
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BUFORA LECTURES 

Meeting are held at the University (>1 Westminster. .^5 Marylebonc Road, l.ondon. 
NWl .‘its starting at 2pm and lasting until approximately .'^pm. (We are currently 
looking at alternative venues, but if nothing suitable can be found it may be neces¬ 
sary to raise admission to £2-50 (members): £4-50 (non-members) from the new 
scas<m). 

Saturday 6th May, 2000. 

Billy Devlin and Brian Allan 

Scottish UFO and paranormal mysteries - From north of the border we have Scot¬ 
tish UFO and paranormal researchers Billy Devlin and Brian Allan, who will be 
lecturing on some of the more interesting cases that have ctmie their way over the 
past several years. These cases will clearly show what a strange world that we do 
indeed live in. 


Saturday 3rd June, 2000. 

Chris Evers 

A personal perspective on Briti.sh Ufology - Chris v.il! be lecturing a number 
of interesting cases that he has worked on over the years. Ca.ses from East York¬ 
shire to North Lincolnshire and w'ill be informing the audience on not only how 
he got involved with the subject but how he sees it progressing through to the new- 
century. 


Please note : There are no London Lectures during July and August. Tlie new lec¬ 
ture season will start in .September. The Council are looking at alternative ven¬ 
ues. so location and limes may alter for the new season. Whilst it is not antici¬ 
pated that meetings will have to be changed or cancelled without prior notice, the 
Assciciation reserves tlie right to do so. The views expressed by lecturers are their 
own views, unless otherwise stated they do not reflect the views of BUFOR.A. its 
Council or officers. 
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